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Peoples has been named as 
a recipient of a grant as part 
of the USDA ReConnect Pi-
lot Program.

Peoples will invest $4 mil-
lion, $3 million in ReConnect 
grant funding and $1 million 
internally funded, to deploy 
53.7 miles of fiber-optic ca-
ble in specific unserved ar-
eas near Wood County Air-
port and also near Lake Bob 
Sandlin in Camp County. 
This investment is anticipat-
ed to reach about 800 rural 
households. 

“We are excited about the 
opportunity to bring broad-
band to these unserved ar-
eas in East Texas,” said Ste-
ven Steele, general manager. 
Peoples has been dedicated 
to telecommunications solu-
tions since 1952 and has ser-
vices in 17 rural East Texas 
counties. 

At the announcement of 
this grant by the U.S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture, Sonny 
Perdue, Steele said the peo-

ple in these unserved areas 
will “now have nearly un-
limited access to the world 
via Internet.”

This will allow the children 
in these areas to have access 
to the “electronic curricu-
lum used by their schools 
and their playing field will 
be leveled with their urban 
counterparts” as well as 
“enabling many people to 
work from home and open a 
world of entertainment.” 

In March 2018, Congress 
provided $600 million to 
USDA to expand broadband 
infrastructure and services 
in rural America. On Dec. 13, 
2018, Secretary Perdue an-
nounced the rules of the pro-
gram, called “ReConnect,” 
including how the loans and 
grants will be awarded to 
help build broadband infra-
structure in rural America.

USDA received 146 appli-
cations between May 31 and 
July 12, 2019, requesting $1.4 
billion in funding across all 

three ReConnect Program 
funding products: 100 per-
cent loan, 100 percent grant 
and loan-grant combina-
tions.

USDA has reviewed ap-
plications and has approved 
Peoples application. 

These grants, loans and 
combination funds enable 
the federal government to 
partner with the private sec-
tor and rural communities 
to build modern broadband 
infrastructure in areas with 
insufficient internet service. 

USDA Rural Development 
provides loans and grants 
to help expand economic 
opportunities and create 
jobs in rural areas. This as-
sistance supports infrastruc-
ture improvements; busi-
ness development; housing; 
community facilities such as 
schools, public safety and 
health care; and high-speed 
Internet access in rural ar-
eas. For more information, 
visit www.rd.usda.gov.

Peoples grant to expand fiber optic lines

Peoples received a ReConnect Grant to deploy 53.7 miles of fiber optics to unserved areas in Wood and Camp counties. 
Pictured are, from left, Steven Steele, Peoples general manager; Sonny Perdue, Secretary of Agriculture; and Scott 
Thompson, Peoples CFO. (Courtesy photo)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Mineola ISD board of 
trustees election is set for 
May 2. Two seats held by 
John Abbott and Kyle Gul-
ly are up for grabs. Both are 
three-year terms. 

Six candidates had filed 
to run by the Feb. 14 dead-
line: Rodney Watkins, Silvia 
Reyes, Jeff Hurley, Angie 
Ruffin, Demethrius Boyd 
and incumbent John Abbott. 

As of March 6, Angie Ruf-
fin and Demethrius Boyd 
have withdrawn from the 
race. 

In a Facebook post, Ruf-
fin stated, “I have decided 
to withdraw my name as a 

candidate from the election. 
I feel there are several other 
candidates who share my 
heart and passion for the 
district and I am happy to 
support those who I believe 
would be wonderful assets 
to the board…Although I 
do not know all of the oth-
er candidates personally, I 
understand there are some 
who strongly support a re-
gional hub for the CTE pro-
gram as well as other new 
facilities, including a Fine 
Arts Center, both of which I 
fully support since I believe 
in moving forward (quick-
ly) by building for the im-
mediate growth and the 
future. But, whether you’re 
for progression or not, your 

voice counts so, I urge you, 
especially parents, get out 
and vote your conviction! 
Much love and blessings to 
all who so unselfishly de-
vote their time and energy 
to our students, teachers 
and school.”

Boyd withdrew his name 
from the ballot for personal 
family and medical reasons, 
but says he will consider it 
again in the future.

Remaining on the board 
of trustees until May 2021 
are Daniel Louderman and 
Jay McGough. The terms of 
Glen Dossett, Jill Quiambao 
and Jackie Lee Rodieck go 
through May 2022.

Two withdraw from MISD election

Band on the rise

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The Bobby Irwin Band of 
Quitman won the 2020 TXM 
Records Texana Trouba-
dour singer and songwriter 
contest on Sunday, Feb. 23 
at Lindale Texas Music City 
Grill & Smokehouse. 

Irwin won a $1,000 guitar 

from Victory Gun & Guitar 
and a single to be recorded 
with Mauldin Productions 
on the TXM record label 
and played on Texas radio 
stations.

“The exposure Bobby will 
get from this contest is the 
real prize,” said Bobby’s 
stepmom, Cory Irwin. 

The grueling three-month 

contest began on Jan. 5 with 
open auditions held in Lin-
dale and Fredricksburg. 
Four rounds were held in 
each location, followed by 
the semifinals and finals 
held in Lindale. Over 60 
singers and songwriters 
from all over the state com-
peted. 

This is the third year that 
TXM Records has held the 
Texana Troubadour compe-
tition. The first year’s win-
ner was Kayla Ray. In the 
second year, Bryan Martin 
won and later became the 
2019 TCMA songwriter of 
the year.

Bobby said he didn’t want 
to do the contest because 
he didn’t think he had a 
chance. At the last minute, 
they decided to audition 
and surprisingly advanced 
to the next round. Bobby 
realized he needed to get 
some songs written to be 
able to continue in the con-
test. In the past couple of 
months, he has written 14 
songs. 

“From the get-go, we (the 
judges) recognized that 
Bobby had true Troubadour 
potential. What really im-
pressed us also was his awe-
some improvement during 
the contest. By the time the 
finals rolled around, Bob-
by showed that he was a 
hard-working songwrit-

Quitman junior, group win singer/songwriter contest

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Wood County Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission (WCEDC) adopted 
new bylaws after some dis-
cussion Thursday, March 5.

Board Chairman Tom 
Keenan said, “I was pre-
pared to go through a com-
parison between the old 
bylaws and the new by-
laws, but I did get a direc-
tive from the judge (County 
Judge Lucy Hebron) that 
changes things.” 

Keenan said the judge’s 
directive said the current 
bylaws were not in compli-
ance with Chapter 381 of the 
local government code and 
therefore the current bylaws 
are invalid or null and void. 
In addition, Chapter 381 of 
the local government code 
says the county judge may 
appoint a county industrial 
commission.

In the directive from He-
bron, Keenan read, “Fol-

lowing the statutory guide-
lines I have exercised the 
appointment powers to 
appoint new board mem-
bers due to expiring terms 
and/or resignation of board 
members in 2019. As such, I 
request that the entire pres-
ent membership consider a 
resolution to approve the 
newly composed bylaws 
which have been circulated 
as of the last meeting.”

Keenan said, “We got a 
directive and it does have 
some consequences. We 
have kind of separated us 
from the commissioners 
court, which probably is 
not a very good thing ac-
tually, because we have to 
work with the commission-
ers court in order to be suc-
cessful. I hope we approve 
them, but what we have 
to do in this room is make 
sure we understand that the 
commissioners court is very 
important to us. At some 
point in time and very soon 
we have got to work with 

those gentlemen and make 
sure they buy into what we 
are trying to do.”

Board member Miste Da-
vis questioned the action. 
“So there is nothing on 
here that prohibits us from 
putting in there the com-
missioners and the county 
judge would have to ap-
prove it.”

Craig Lindholm said, “It 
does not grant us the au-
thority to grant commis-
sioners court the authority 
because the statute is very 
clear that the county judge 
has the authority.”

Davis responded, “But 
that says ‘may.’ That is per-
missive language. It doesn’t 
say she is the only one. I’m 
not saying it doesn’t com-
ply, I’m saying this statute 
doesn’t prohibit it from 
having it in there. We just 
disagree. You don’t think 
that permission could be 
added and I do.”

“I don’t think we or the 

New set of bylaws  
to guide county EDC

Quitman Development Corp. begins 
process for finding a new director

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Develop-
ment Corporation (QDC) 
spent over an hour Monday 
discussing the approach to 
hiring a new executive di-
rector. The QDC and former 
executive director Denea 
Hudman parted ways Feb. 
27 when the board moved 
to end the oral indepen-
dent-contractor agreement.

The board discussed the 
possibility of bringing the 
director’s position under 

the direction of the city ad-
ministration.

“I did have a board mem-
ber ask us to consider going 
back to the executive direc-
tor becoming a city employ-
ee,” said Board President 
Martha Scroggins. “I think 
the reason why this was of-
fered for consideration was 
that we would be able to 
offer benefits such as retire-
ment benefits to that posi-
tion. We don’t have to hire 
someone next week, but we 
do need to move ahead. We 
have not opened this for ap-

plications or anything. We 
are just going to consider 
this. I don’t want to impose 
on the city staff forever, but 
we need to be very careful 
in what we decide.”

Scroggins said she had 
visited with strategic plan-
ner Ailsha Cook for her in-
put into the situation.

“I did talk to Alisha Cook 
for experience in training 
EDCs on whether the ex-
ecutive director should be 
a city employee verses an 

Bobby Irwin performs recently. The singer-songwriter from Quitman recently 
won the TXM Records Texana Troubador contest. (Courtesy photo)
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In the coming weeks citizens will be receiving 
their 2020 United States Census forms.

We are featuring articles about why the census 
is important, and in particular why Wood Coun-
ty needs to improve on its 20 percent undercount 
from 10 years ago.

It got me to thinking about how the census 
tracks our history as a people, especially my own 
life and my family’s.

Those interested in history and genealogy are 
aware that the census is restricted from release 
for 72 years, so the next one to go public will be the 1950 
census in two years. The last one released from 1940, in 
2012, was the first to be put into a digital format online.

It was fun tracking down the homes of my parents, as 
the ’40 census was the first to record them.

I’ll have to wait another dozen years to see myself in 
census documents. The primary changes I expect to see in 
the 1950 release will be the addition of two aunts on my 
mother’s side and possibly my dad’s sister having moved 
away from home as a young adult.

As noted, the 1960 census will be the first in which I 
appear. It will show us living in Commerce, perhaps in 

the second of the four houses we occupied in a 
four-year span. It will show one little sister, with 
the second not arriving in time to be counted.

Roll ahead to 1970 and we will be at the home 
where we spent most of our growing up years in 
Denton, with a full family of five.

The census is a one-day snapshot of where ev-
eryone in the country was on that day. What hap-
pens in the intervening decades can be impacted 
by so many changes.

By 1980’s census I had graduated from high 
school and college and landed my first professional job. 
It will show me living in a small farmhouse several miles 
outside Bowie. But within a few months I married and 
moved to town. That census will show my future bride 
still living with her parents, just over the county line.

The 1990 census will be the first to show us as married 
and also with a son. It will not show that just 18 months 
later we would move on from Decatur.

And it will not show the four moves in the interim de-
cade until the 2000 census recorded us living in Henrietta.

We moved across town 18 months later, purchasing a 
home from a family estate. The family built it in 1955, 

and at least some members would have been recorded as 
living there for the 1960, ’70, ’80, ’90 and 2000 censuses. 
But we will not appear in a census as living in that home, 
despite owning it for eight years from 2001-2009.

The census in 2010 recorded us as living back in Deca-
tur.

For the first time since my original census appearance in 
1960, I will once again be recorded as an East Texan – back 
to my roots, so to speak – in 2020.

All that moving around got me to thinking about how 
the census would record others. Some can easily be traced 
since they stay in, or near, one place. Others, it seems, 
move as often as the wind changes direction.

This will be my seventh census in which to be a partic-
ipant (never in the same place twice) and fifth to be the 
responsible party for filling it out.

Contrast that with the number of places I’ve lived. If 
my count is correct, the total is 27 homes and apartments. 
That can be split into three broad sections – eight in the 
childhood homes of my parents, seven during the college 
years (one dorm, six apartments) and the rest since. One 
lasted a whole week, in a motor court after I landed that 
first job. Maybe it’s time to settle down.
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MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
QUILTS OF VALOR group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last 

Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 

Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Beverly 
Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Speakeasy in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.

WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY EXPLORERS – first Monday, 6 p.m., Armed 
Texans facility.
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY PREC. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCI-
ATION - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and in 
May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., 
Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Dear editor:
My name is Grant Madden. I had the honor of having a 

few of the Mineola Fire Department members in a class I 
help teach at the Texas A&M Spring fire school in College 
Station. Mark Hooks and Javier Ortega were in the class 
held at the Brayton Fire Field April 2-6. Their behavior at 
that class is why I am writing you this letter. 

While watching over the class groups, I witnessed Mr. 
Hooks assist another fireman with a tool called a Glass Mas-
ter that is used for removing window glass in wrecked cars 
and allows firemen access to the injured patients in the car. 
The fireman was attempting to break the side glass out of 
the car and was having a difficult time trying to get it to 
break. Mr. Hooks gently stopped the fireman and showed 
him a way to easily break the glass versus swinging the tool 
so hard. Mr. Hooks demonstrated the process but did not 
actually break the glass. Instead he handed the tool back to 
the young fireman and allowed him the honor of breaking 
the glass quickly and easily with the newfound knowledge. 

The community should be proud to have such selfless ex-
amples on their fire department roster. The above is only 
one example of their selfless attitude. Both of them partici-
pated very well in class and passed the written test on Fri-
day with flying colors. 

Cordially, 
Grant Madden
Sweetwater

The Lake Country Symphonic Band during it holiday concert at the Select Theater in Mineola. (Courtesy photo)

Lake Country symphony ready to launch 2020 season
The Lake Country Sym-

phonic Band in Mineola 
launches its 2020 season this 
Sunday, March 15, at 2 p.m.

Titled “High Sticking,” the 
concert features the talents of 
three energetic percussion-
ists on Mark Ford’s “Stuber-
nic Fantasy.” Written for 
Eugene Corporon and the 
band at the University of 
North Texas, the work calls 
for the three soloists to all be 
on one marimba at the same 
time, sometimes playing on 
the edges of the instrument 
and even walking around 
it. Featured will be Tyler 
Broadhurst, percussion co-

ordinator at Kennedale ISD; 
Nick Alberts, percussion di-
rector at Kaufman ISD; and 
Jeff Garza, percussion coor-
dinator at Sulphur Springs 
ISD. Alberts and Garza are 
members of the Lake Coun-
try Symphonic Band; Broad-
hurst is a former member.

Also on the program 
is “Pines of the Appian 
Way,” the final movement 
of Respighi’s “The Pines 
of Rome.” More epic Ro-
man music is “Parade of 
the Charioteers” from “Ben 
Hur.” The concert will also 
include a world premiere 
of the piece, “The Sword of 

St. Michael,” by the band’s 
composer in residence, Kel-
ly Bennette.

Other selections will be 
“Ashokan Farewell,” honor-
ing the memory of longtime 
band member and retired 
high school band director 
Jasper Huff, who passed 
away in December; a rol-
licking Irish piece, “Lani-
gan’s Ball;” “Of Honor and 
Valor Eternal,” dedicated to 
the Tuskeegee Airmen; and 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Rus-
sian Easter Overture.”

The Sunday, March 15 
performance will begin at 2, 
with the Tuesday, March 17 

concert starting at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 for adults and 
$5 for 11 and under. The box 
office will open one hour 
prior to each concert. Reser-
vations are a must and can 
be made by calling the box 
office at 903-569-2300. Sea-
son tickets for the band are 
still on sale for $20 for four 
concerts.

The Lake Country Sym-
phonic Band performs its 
concerts at The Historic Se-
lect Theater, a venue that 
is celebrating its centenni-
al this year. The theater is 
located at 114 N. Johnson 
Street in Mineola.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

The Mineola City Council 
will consider a change to the 
off-premise sign ordinance 
on March 23.

The council recently up-
held that ordinance after 
a change was requested to 
allow for some off-premise 
signs.

Those are signs that are 
not located on the property 
of the business.

Some signs were removed 
after the council ratified the 
ordinance in December.

Fire Marshal David Mad-
sen said that since the issue 
came up, questions were 
raised about signs of church-
es and civic organizations.

He brought the matter 
to the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission last week, 
which recommended a 
change to the council.

That change clarifies that 
churches and civic groups 
are exempt.

He said the ordinance 
wording was not clear when 
it refers to “organizations.” 
He said the rule was intend-
ed for profit-making busi-
nesses.

During a public hearing 
before the P&Z, comments 
were made that the signs 
should be reconsidered, 
as they not only benefit 
the business but also bring 
shoppers to other surround-
ing businesses and generate 
city sales tax revenue.

Mineola council to consider 
exemption to sign ordinance

Hainesville Volunteer 
Fire Dept. has completed 
the process to receive a new 
engine partially funded by 
a Texas A&M Forest Service 
Grant Program.

Hainesville will receive 
$218,000 in the form of a 
grant with the remaining 
$34,000 being paid by the 

department. The $252,000 
compressed air foam inter-
face engine will bring state 
of the art firefighting capa-
bility to the area. 

The engine is custom 
specified as a quick attack 
apparatus capable of many 
missions.

The department received 

delivery of this new piece 
of equipment Feb. 27 and 
trained on its usage that 
evening.

The department sold an-
other piece of equipment 
that was retired for $15,000 
leaving about $19,000 to 
pay off the truck.

The fire department is 

conducting fundraising ef-
forts to complete this proj-
ect and would appreciate 
any assistance in retiring 
the debt right away and are 
excited to see this beautiful 
rig go to work for citizens, 
according to Capt. Charles 
Clanton.

Grant helps HVFD acquire new truck
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The Alba City Council moved ahead 
with two public improvement projects 
last week.

The city has received a community 
development grant for $275,000 to ad-
dress street drainage issues.

An engineering contract was ap-
proved for the project with Schaum-
berg and Polk, and environmental 
work is already underway.

It was estimated that the work will 
be ready to bid by early summer, with 
construction to start in late summer or 
fall.

The council also awarded a bid for 
$693,299 for a sewer line project.

That project is being funded through 
a Texas Water Development Board 
loan.

Craig’s Dirt Service was the success-
ful bidder. Work is expected to begin 
in mid- to late-April and includes re-
placing the city’s original early-1960s 
main sewer line and connecting ser-
vice lines.

The lines to be replaced are under 
Quitman St. and Mockingbird Rd. and 
total 3,900 feet.

Also on Monday the council can-
celed the May 2 election as the three 
incumbents, Tammy Kirkpatrick, Lar-

ry Jones and Robert Kraemer, are un-
opposed.

The council also got its first look 
at plans for a butterfly garden being 
planned by Alba-Golden students for 
the city park.

Norman White gave the annual fi-
nancial audit.

He said most revenue categories 
were down slightly in the general 
fund, while the water and sewer fund 
saw higher income. He noted a couple 
spending categories that were over 
budget and recommended the council 
make budget amendments to avoid 
that in the future.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Wood County voters will return 
to the polls to complete the task of 
choosing Republican candidates 
for the November general election.

Two of the county’s six contested 
races went to runoffs, which will 
be held on Tuesday, May 26.

Both incumbents advanced to the 
next round.

Sheriff Tom Castloo, seeking a 
second term, garnered 3,728 votes, 
or 40.1 percent. He will face Kel-
ly Cole, the Quitman police chief, 
who received 4,526 votes, or 48.7 
percent. Cole was 123 votes shy 
of winning the election outright to 
avoid a runoff in the 4-way race.

For Precinct 1 county commis-
sioner, Virgil Holland led the field 
with 1,236 votes or 43.74%. He fac-
es a runoff with former commis-
sioner Keith Gilbreath, who earned 
977 votes or 34.57%. J.R. Douglas 
was third with 21.69%.

Cole won 12 of the county’s 14 
voting boxes, with Castloo win-
ning two, one in Winnsboro (4-2) 
and one in Mineola (2-3).

Holland won three of four voting 

boxes. He won voting Precinct One 
with 484 votes to 369 for Gilbreath. 
Gilbreath won Precinct Two with 
343 to 305 for Douglas and 255 
for Holland. Holland received 331 
votes in Precinct Three and Gil-
breath 209. In Precinct Four Hol-
land took 166 votes, Gilbreath  53.

In 2016 Holland edged Gilbreath 
1,391 to 1,335 in the primary. In 
2012 the two advanced to a runoff 
in a four-way race, with Holland 
polling 564 votes and Gilbreath 
511. The other two candidates each 
had 22% of the votes. In the runoff 
Holland won with 58% of the vote.

In the race for district judge, won 
by challenger Brad McCampbell 
53.7% to 46.3%, incumbent Jeff 
Fletcher won five boxes, all on 
the east side of the county, to Mc-
Campbell’s nine.

Angela Albers won all 14 boxes 
in taking 63.6% of the vote for dis-
trict attorney over Jodi Cox.

Castloo was also involved in a 
runoff in 2016. He led the prima-
ry with 3,175 votes, or 30.1%. Ed 
Shadbolt received 2,655 votes or 
25.9%. Castloo received 2,693 in 
the runoff to Shadbolt’s 2,671.

Those who voted in the March 

3 primaries can participate in the 
runoff but may not switch parties.

Those who did not vote in the pri-
mary but are registered can vote in 
either runoff. Those not registered 
can still take part in the runoff by 
registering before April 27.

Early voting will be May 18-22.
As there are no local Democrats 

on the ballot, all the Republican 
primary and runoff winners will 
be elected without opposition on 
Nov. 3 and take office Jan. 1, 2021.

The election turnout in Wood 
County was 36.45%, with 11,223 
votes cast from the 30,787 regis-
tered. Of those, 5,723 Republicans 
voted early in person and 588 by 
mail, with 4,392 on Election Day.

The Republican presidential 
primary attracted the most votes, 
9,528, followed by the sheriff’s 
race, with 9,297.

Some 591 Democrats voted early 
in person and 167 by mail. On Elec-
tion Day 870 Democrats voted.

Largest turnout was in Box 2-2 
with 1,365 votes cast (west Mineo-
la-Lake Holbrook).

In the presidential primary, Don-
ald Trump was the Republican 
winner, receiving 95.63% of the 

Wood County vote. Sev-
en candidates split the 
remaining votes. Trump 
got 94% statewide.

U.S. Senator John 
Cornyn won the nomi-
nation for another term 
with 76.3% and received 
79.48% in Wood County. 
Dwayne Stovall received 
10.73% locally.

Lance Gooden polled 
82.4% in Wood County 
and 83.6% across the 5th 
Congressional District, 
seeking a second term as 
the Republican nominee.

U.S. Rep. Louie 
Gohmert won the GOP 
nomination with almost 
90% of the votes in the 1st 
District and almost 82% 
in Wood County.

For the open Texas Railroad 
Commission seat, Ryan Sitton won 
Wood County with 51.77%, but 
James Wright won the Republican 
nomination with 56%.

On the Democratic side, Joe 
Biden won the Texas presidential 
primary and took 51% of the vote 
in Wood County with Bernie Sand-

ers a distant second with 
17.5%.

The U.S. Senate Demo-
cratic nomination will be 
decided in a runoff with 
Mary Hegar and Royce 
West. Hegar won 285 
votes (21.5%) in Wood 
County and West 186 
(14%). Statewide totals 
were similar with 22.3% 
for Hegar, 14.5% for West.

The railroad commis-
sion race will also be on 
the Democratic runoff 
ballot between Chrysta 
Castaneda and Roberto 
Alonzo. Alonzo placed 
second and Castaneda 
third in Wood County, 
with Kelly Stone getting 
36.7%.

The local state and U.S. 
representatives do face Democratic 
opposition in November.

State Sen. Bryan Hughes is chal-
lenged by Audrey Spanko of Wood 
County. State Rep. Cole Heffner 
faces Lawyanda Prince of Mount 
Pleasant. Gooden faces Carolyn 
Salter and Gohmert faces Hank 
Gilbert.

Races for district judge 
and district attorney have 
been the most expensive for 
the Wood County March 3 
primary.

The most recent campaign 
expense and contribution 
reports are through Feb. 23, 
which was nine days before 
the election.

Candidates must file ad-
ditional reports at mid-year 
that would include any re-
maining spending and do-
nations, unless involved in 
the May 26 runoff, which 
has a special reporting 
schedule.

Angela Albers was the 
top recipient of campaign 

contributions, with a total 
of $37,120 for the three re-
porting periods prior to the 
primary.

She had one $10,000 do-
nation from Jeremy Parnell 
of Parker, who is listed as a 
professional football player.

Albers reported spending 
$30,509 to win the two-year 
unexpired term for district 
attorney.

Her opponent, Jodi Cox, 
reported $3,600 in contribu-
tions and $1,021 in expenses 
but has not filed the report 
due Feb. 23.

District Judge Jeff Fletch-
er reported the most ex-
penses in his reelection bid, 

$37,695. He received contri-
butions totaling $21,425.

In winning the position, 
Brad McCampbell’s dona-
tions totaled $26,619 with 
expenses of $27,636.

In the race for Wood 
County sheriff, incumbent 
Tom Castloo reported do-
nations of $6,300 and ex-
penses of $5,180.

He placed second in the 
four-person race. The top 
vote getter, Kelly Cole, re-
ported $8,050 in donations 
and $10,098 in expenses.

The two will have a runoff 
in May.

In the three-man race for 
Precinct One county com-

missioner, incumbent Virgil 
Holland reported receiving 
$1,500 from donors and ex-
penses of $2,548.

Keith Gilbreath, who will 
face Holland in a runoff, ac-
cepted no donations while 
spending $2,839.

J.R. Douglas received 
donations of $7,310 and 
spending of $13,903 in his 
unsuccessful effort.

In his bid for Precinct 
Three constable, John Mc-
Queen spent $4,422 on his 
winning effort, with dona-
tions of $4,155. Incumbent 
Gary Dixon accepted no do-
nations and spent $4,055.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Wood County leaders are 
stressing the critical impor-
tance of having an accurate 
headcount in the upcoming 
2020 U.S. census.

Census forms should be 
arriving by mail in some 
local households as early as 
this week.

For the first time, the cen-
sus can be completed on-
line. It can also be returned 
by mail or accomplished by 
telephone.

County Judge Lucy He-
bron said that she hopes 
having an electronic option 
will help encourage more 
responses and more quickly.

If a household does not re-
spond to the initial and fol-
lowup mailings, they can ex-
pect an in-person visit from 
a census worker.

“We encourage all peo-
ple to reply to the census in 
whichever format is easiest 
for them so that they are 
counted,” Hebron said.

Lack of response is only 
one way that the population 
might be undercounted.

Another is that not all 
members of a household 
are included on a completed 
form.

Several areas in Wood 
County had significant un-
dercounts in 2010, and that 
cost its citizens money from 
a variety of programs.

And once those numbers 

are in place, the cities and 
counties that depend on 
them will have to rely on 
those figures for a decade 
until the next count in 2030.

Anyone with questions 
about the census can visit 
the website census.gov, in-
cluding how to apply for 
temporary jobs with the cen-
sus.

A sample of the question-
naire can also be found.

The census questions in-
clude the number of people 
living or staying at the resi-
dence as of April 1, type of 
ownership of the residence 
(owned, rented) and a phone 
number.

Information about each 
resident includes name, age/
date of birth, gender and 
race and the relationship 
with the person filling out 
the form. It also seeks infor-
mation whether the person 
usually stays elsewhere.

“As our county continues 
to grow, demand for services 
will increase, impacting our 
local and county budgets 
which are already limited,” 
Hebron said. “In order to 
grow, our county and our 
cities need the funding that 
comes with census num-
bers. An undercount will 
adversely impact our area 
and our resources. We hope 
that our cities, our churches, 
our civic groups and other 
groups will encourage their 
members and all residents to 
go and be counted.”

Every year for decades the 
Quitman Garden Club sale 
of bright red geraniums has 
brightened landscapes and 
streets. The success of the 
sales has made it possible to 
give high school graduates 
a chance at one of the three 
$1,000 scholarships.  

The sale has provided for 
donations to fire depart-
ments in Quitman, Haw-
kins, Hainesville, Holly 
Lake, Yantis and Winnsboro 

and to the CS Food Pantry 
in Quitman. All this for just 
$7 a plant. 

The sale continues 
through March 25 and or-
ders must be prepaid. Or-
ders may be placed by email 
at QuitmanGardenClub@
gmail.com or by calling 903-
763-8353. Delivery will be 
April 1, or plants may be 
picked up between 10 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. at Jim Hogg 
Park Pavilion that day.

Two county posts to be decided in May 26 runoff

District attorney and judge most expensive county campaigns Officials stress importance 
of accurate Census count

Improvement projects in the works at Alba

Quitman Garden Club readies 
annual red geranium sale

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for him? 

is around 10 years old, 
a blue heeler mix, fixed, 
chipped & housebroken

JasperJasperJasper

REVIVAL
A Crunk for Christ Reviv-

al is planned Thursday and 
Friday, March 12-13 at 409 
W. University St. in Mineola 
from noon-6 p.m. each day.

Jill Brandon, isaiah61one, 
Jesus Freaks, KIRK Ministry 
and DJ Bring That Beat Back 
will be among the present-
ers.

PUB CRAWL
Four downtown Mineo-

la restaurants are hosting a 
pub crawl Saturday, March 
14 from 2-6 p.m. Visit all 
four locations between 2-6 
p.m., buy an alcoholic bev-
erage, get a ticket punched, 
and at the final stop turn in 
the ticket for a prize.

SPRING CLEANING
City of Mineola Spring 

Cleanup Day is Saturday, 
March 14 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (or until trash contain-
ers are filled) at the public 
work department, 1824 N. 

Pacific St.
GIRLS NIGHT OUT

Girls Night Out resumes in 
downtown Mineola Satur-
day, March 14 from 4-7 p.m. 
Look for flags in front of a 
dozen participating stores as 
well as dining, dessert and 
drink specials from partic-
ipating eateries. Drawing 
for a $100 shopping spree 
will be held at 7:15. Future 
events will be held the sec-
ond Saturday April through 
June.

MINI TRAIN RESUMES
The Mineola Mini Train in 

Iron Horse Square resumes 
its schedule Saturday, March 
14 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
runs the second Saturday 
through September, along 
with a number of special 
events, including May Fies-
ta Day on May 2. Rides are 
free, and children 10 and un-
der must be accompanied by 
an adult.

The Mineola Chamber of 
Commerce hosts the Roar-
ing ‘20s Gatsby Gala Thurs-
day, March 26 at 6 p.m. at 
the Mineola Civic Center.

Annual civic awards will 
be presented, including man 
and woman of the year. The 
meal is catered by Red Dome 
Smokehouse. There will be 
a silent auction, photo op, 
heads and tails game and 

entertainment by Phil Rum-
bley and his jazz quartet.

Tickets are $32 per 
person, and tables of six 
or eight are available. 
Visit mineolachamber.
org to register. Businesses 
purchasing tables are 
encouraged to decorate.

Call the chamber at 903-
569-2087 to donate an item 
for the auction.

This Week in Your Neighborhood

Mineola Chamber of Commerce 
plans annual awards banquet

COLE

CASTLOO

The Mineola Lions are 
requesting nominations to 
name the Mineola Chamber 
of Commerce’s Woman of 
the Year for 2019. Recom-
mendations will be taken 
through March 19. Nomina-
tions may be emailed to cle-
ottice@gmail.com or mailed 
to Jackie Bowling, Mineola 
Lions Club, P.O. Box 145, 
Mineola, Tx. 75773 by the 
deadline.

No formal application is 
required, but complete back-
ground information is most 
desirable. Please include 
civic and service activities, 
as many current civic and 
service leaders are past re-

cipients of this award. Out-
standing civic and service 
activities by the nominee 
during 2019 will be the pri-
mary basis for receiving the 
award. The Lions Club has 
been the responsible organi-
zation for many years. 

There are many women 
in the community who are 
deserving of this award, so 
step up and give one of your 
peers that recognition and 
respect. She will enjoy the 
recognition and respect for 
the rest of her life. 

Thanks for your coopera-
tion.

Anita Miller,
President

Mineola Lions Club seeks 
woman of year nominees
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East Texas Medical Center 
Foundation has gifted $80 
million, the single largest 
contribution ever made in 
the region, to help estab-
lish the University of Texas 
Medical School in Tyler. The 
school will transform health 
education and care in East 
Texas.

UT Systems will be work-
ing with the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board, the Texas Legisla-
ture, and other licensing and 
accrediting agencies to make 
the school a reality.

Scott Berkley of EMS/Air 
1 business development 
says there is an astronomical 
shortage of medical provid-
ers, and many people have 
to leave their community 
to get needed medical care. 
However, the formation 
of the medical school will 
grow medical opportunities 
to keep students and profes-
sionals in the area. 

As UT Health East Texas 
is building a medical school, 
they are also building com-
munity. It has been estimat-
ed that the initial impact to 
the region in the first ten 
years will generate $2.9 bil-

lion in capital growth, pay-
roll, taxes, services, busi-
nesses and more.

Berkley predicts that as 
more people come to the re-
gion for the medical school 
and UT Health System, the 
economy will experience a 
boom of housing, education, 
businesses and entertain-
ment to accommodate the 
growing population. Tyler 
is saturated already, and the 
towns of Wood County will 
have to grow to meet the de-
mands.

UT Health Systems wants 
to work in partnership with 
the communities of the re-
gion, says Berkley. “UT 
Health Systems is here by 
privilege and wants to serve 
the communities. They take 
the call for help seriously.”

A fundamental shift in 
healthcare began two years 
ago in East Texas with the 
formation of UT Health 
East Texas. The University 
of Texas system, UT Health 
Science Center and the state 
partnered and subsequently 
acquired ETMC. It began the 
new branding with a focus 
on healthcare delivery.

Since 2018, the newly de-
veloped healthcare system, 
UT Health East Texas, has 
poured $95 million into the 

growth and establishment 
of general practice residency 
programs and nursing ad-
vancing skills. This has been 
the largest single advance-
ment by university systems 
to one entity.

“When we started, our 
commitment was to pour 
$250 million into the infra-
structure of what we were 
building in the healthcare 
system,” Berkley said.

“In October, UT Health 
East Texas invested $40 mil-
lion into electronic health 
records systems to track pa-
tient data and to essentially 
move you and your infor-
mation wherever you are 
across the system.

“The state has even com-
mended and recognized the 
University of Texas at Tyler 
as the fastest growing com-
ponent in UT Systems. They 
have responded with the 
formation of this medical 
school,” emphasized Berk-
ley.

With the partnership of the 
UT Health Science Center as 
the medical component and 
UT Tyler together, they will 
be educating, providing, 
and building a community 
for future doctors, nurses, 
paramedics and caregivers.

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

Texas law allows farmers, ranchers, wildlife
managers and timber growers to pay
property taxes based upon the productivity
value of their land rather than on market
value. This means qualified land is taxed
based on its ability to produce crops,
livestock or timber—not on its value on the
real estate market. And it can mean
substantial property tax savings.

When is the application deadline?

If your land has never had a productivity
appraisal or you are a new owner, you must
apply to your local appraisal district before
May 1 to take advantage of this benefit on
your property taxes. You may get up to 60
extra days if you have a good reason and ask
for it before May 1. If you miss this deadline,
you may still be able to apply, but you will
pay a penalty. Check with your appraisal
district office.

Do you need to reapply annually?

If your land already receives agricultural or
timber productivity appraisal, you normally
don’t need to reapply unless the chief
appraiser requires you to do so. If a new
application is required, the appraisal district
will notify you by mail.

For more information, call or come by:

Productivity Appraisal
may lower the property
taxes on your farm,
ranch or timberland!

WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
PO BOX 1706

QUITMAN, TX 75783
903-763-4891

A homestead exemption lowers the property taxes on your home by
lowering its value. If your home is valued at $50,000 and you receive a
$25,000 homestead exemption, your home will be taxed as if it were
worth $25,000.
Who qualifies for an exemption?
Anyone who owns a home on Jan. 1 and uses it as a primary residence
on that date is entitled to a $25,000 homestead exemption to lower
school taxes. It doesn’t matter if your home is a house, condominium
or mobile home. Counties, cities and special taxing districts may also
offer homestead exemptions.
Are other exemptions available?
If you’re disabled—or if you’re 65 years old or older—you are entitled
to an additional $10,000 school tax exemption on your home. And if
you qualify for the age 65 or older or disabled exemption, you’re also
entitled to a permanent, locked-in “ceiling” on the school property
taxes on your home. The county, city or junior collegemay adopt a tax
ceiling for age 65 or older or disabled homeowners. The age 65 or
older homeowners school tax ceil- ing transfers to the surviving
spouse, if the spouse is age 55 or older at the time of death and lives
in and owns the home. The age 65 or older home- owners (or their
surviving spouses age 55 or older) alsomay transfer the percentage of
school tax paid, based on their former home’s school tax ceiling to a
new home.
If you are a disabled veteran, surviving spouse or surviving child of a
disabled veteran, you are entitled to an exemption of a portion of the
appraised value of your residence homestead. This includes
homesteads donated to disabled veterans by charitable organizations
at no cost or not more than 50 percent of the good faith estimate of
the homestead's market value to the disabled veterans and their
surviving spouses.
If you’re a disabled veteran who receives 100 percent disability
compensation due to a service connected disability and a rating of
100 percent disabled or a determination of individual unemployability
from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, you are entitled to an
exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of your
residence homestead. Surviving spouses of veterans who qualified for
this exemption or who would have qualified for this exemption if it
had been effective at the time of the veteran’s death are also eligible
with certain restrictions.
If you are the surviving spouse of a U.S. armed services member killed
in action or an eligible surviving spouse of a first responder killed in
the line of duty, you are entitled to an exemption from taxation of the
total appraised value of your residence homestead.
Do I have to apply each year?
No. If you had a homestead exemption on your home last year, you
won’t need to reapply unless your chief appraiser requires it. However,
if you haven’t received an exemption on your present home—or if
you’ve moved to a new home—you’ll need to file an application for
exemption. If you are age 65 this year, you may file for the age 65 or
older exemption up to one year after the date you became age 65.
And if you became disabled, you may file for the disabled person’s
exemption.
When and where should I file?
File applications by April 30 at your appraisal district office. If you need
more time, contact us at:

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

Wood CAD
210 Clark St
PO Box 1706
Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-4891

A variety of homestead
exemptions could lower
your property taxes!

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

Wood CAD
210 Clark St
PO Box 1706
Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-4891

Remember to Render!
Taxable property renditions

are due April 15.

Does this apply to you?
If you own tangible personal property that is used
to produce income, such as the equipment or
inventory owned by a business, it does.
What is a rendition?
A rendition is a report to your county appraisal
district that lists all of the taxable property that you
owned or controlled on Jan. 1 of this year. This often
applies to furniture, fixtures, equipment or
inventory owned by a business.

What are the advantages of filing?
• You give your opinion of your property’s value.
• You record your correct mailing address so your

tax bills will go to the right address.
• If your property’s value depreciated, you can file

a report of decreased value.

What is the deadline?
• For most property types, renditions must be

filed with the appraisal district after Jan. 1
and no later than April 15. Different
deadlines apply in certain appraisal districts.
A property owner may apply, in writing, for
a mandatory extension to May 15.

• Different deadlines apply for regulated
properties.

• The chief appraiser may extend the deadline
another 15 days for good cause shown inwriting
by the property owner for each type of property.

REMEMBER!!
Filing is your responsibility. If you render late, don’t
render, or file an incomplete or false rendition, you
may face a 10 to 50 percent penalty.
File renditions with your local appraisal district at:

The Mineola Pilot Club 
and Lake Country Play-
house are hosting a murder 
mystery dinner theater at 
the Mineola Civic Center on 
Saturday, March 28. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
and dinner will be served at 
6 p.m. Tables of six are $210, 
tables of eight are $280 and 
individual tickets are $35. 
Contact Diane at 903-343-
7570 to make reservations.

Local businesses, Pilot 
Club members and friends 
have donated items for raf-
fle including wine baskets, 
Adirondack chairs, leotards 
for a child and doll and a 
birthday party at East Texas 

Twisters, a gift card basket 
and a four-piece Vera Brad-
ley cosmetic bag. Tickets are 
$2 each. 

Linda and Charles Fry 
have donated wine baskets 
and a vacation condo for 
the live auction, and the Pi-
lot Club will have beautiful 
wine stoppers, bottle open-
ers and pens for sale.

The Mineola High School 
Anchor Club will sell purs-
es for $20, and one winner 
will go home with a Coach 
purse.

The mysterious play, 
“Strictly Come Murder,” 
is based on the British ver-
sion of the television show 

Dancing With the Stars. In 
the play, the long running 
TV series, “Seriously Danc-
ing,” is in its 14th year host-
ed by the popular presenter 
Bruce Falseteeth.

However, Bruce is found 
murdered. The suspects in-
clude Foxy Trott (presenter) 
and all four judges: Charles 
Stone, Tony Buttontelli, Len 
Badguy and Leah Tard.

The guests decide who is 
the murderer.

Enjoy the dinner, show 
and lots of fun, dressed in 
Sunday best or after-five at-
tire.

The Mineola League of 
the Arts is the place to be for 
aspiring and seasoned art-
ists. It offers a large array of 
classes and shows through-
out the year.

Beginning crochet class 
starts on Saturday, March 
14 at 10 a.m. Members pay 
only $15 and non-members 
pay $20.

Saturday, March 21 at 9:30 
a.m. marks the beginning of 
disappearing 4-patch quilt-
ing, costing $25 for mem-
bers and $30 for non-mem-
bers.

On Thursday, March 26 
at 10 a.m. members can join 
the metal jewelry brace-
let class for $15 or $20 for 
non-members.

The annual art show will 
begin on April 9 with judg-
ing of art submissions.

Registration deadline is 
Friday, March 27. After 

judging, a reception will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by the award ceremony at 7 
p.m.

Artists ages six through 
adult are encouraged to 
participate in watercolor, 
oil, acrylic, pastel, drawing, 
sculpture and photography 
categories. Membership 
is not required to submit 
pieces for judging, but all 
artwork must be from Tex-
as artists according to show 
guidelines. 

Mileah Hall, a native Tex-
an who holds a bachelors 
degree from East Texas 
Baptist University and a 
masters in fine art from the 
Academy of Art University, 
will be the judge.

According to Sherry Spen-
cer, art show co-chair and 
coordinator of the painter’s 
guild, 95 artists from East 
Texas submitted 305 entries 

to be judged at the art show 
last year. 

The galleries will be open 
to the public to view and 
purchase the creative pieces 
on Friday, April 10, 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Saturday, April 
11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

The purpose of Mineo-
la League of the Arts is to 
stimulate and improve its 
members’ creative endeav-
ors and art skills, provide 
opportunities for commu-
nication and exchange of 
ideas between members 
and non-members, and to 
expand community inter-
ests and education in the 
arts.

For more information, 
contact MLOTA at 903-569-
8877 or visit www.mlota.
org for upcoming events, 
artist guidelines, brochures, 
entry fees and registration 
forms.

Quitman will be full of 
fun, contests, good food 
and activities for the three-
day Quitman Chamber of 
Commerce Dogwood Fiesta 
March 20-22. 

The event will kick off 
with a street dance featur-
ing rising Texas country 
music artist Bobby Irwin 
Band on Friday, March 20 
from 7 to 10 p.m. The Bob-
by Irwin Band won the 2020 
TXM Records Texana Trou-
badour singer and song-
writer contest Feb. 23 at 
Lindale’s Texas Music City 
Grill & Smokehouse. The 
dance is free admission and 
will be on the north side of 
the courthouse square.

The first Classics and Cof-
fee Cruise-In will kick off on 
Saturday morning, March 
21, from 8 to 10:30 a.m. The 
Lake Country Classics Car 
Club will be the host. After 
this first event, the club will 

host “Classics and Coffee” 
on the third Saturday morn-
ing of each month through 
October. There is no reg-
istration and there will be 
a 50/50 drawing as well as 
door prizes along with free 
breakfast snacks and coffee. 

The festival activities 
move to Jim Hogg City Park 
on Saturday where they 
will be starting a .5K Fun 
Run beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
There is a 50 cent entry fee 
and a prize will be given for 
best costume.

There will be activities the 
rest of the day Saturday in-
cluding a bounce house and 
an obstacle course. 

There is also a cornhole 
tournament with registra-
tion at noon and competi-
tion starting at 1 p.m. There 
is a $20 entry fee with a 70% 
payback on prizes.

The Homemade Pie Con-
test is at 3 p.m. There is a 

$5 entry fee and first place 
wins $50 with second place 
getting $30. At 4 p.m. there 
is a Homemade Cookie 
Contest also with a $5 entry 
fee and $50 for winning first 
place and $30 for second 
place.

There will be food trucks 
on site and live bluegrass, 
gospel and country music 
in the afternoon at the park.

The Dogwood Fiesta will 
wind down Sunday with a 
One-Club Golf Tournament 
at Mineola Country Club 
sponsored by the Quitman 
Chamber.

There will be no Miss 
Dogwood Pageant during 
the Dogwood Fiesta. The 
pageant will be held during 
the Old Settlers Reunion 
this year.

For information on the 
festival and events call the 
Chamber at 903-763-4411 or 
Brandi Box at 903-730-0296.   

Murder mystery coming to a playhouse near you

Mineola League of the Arts classes begin; 
annual art show to showcase area talent

Dogwood celebration returning to Quitman 
with three days of festivities March 20-22

Medical school for East Texas  
to address shortage of providers



Wood County Crime 
Stoppers has offered a re-
ward for information on 
Holly Renee Freeman Hort-
man, 50, of Mineola.

She was arrested Feb. 25 
at EZ Mart in Mineola for 
possession of drugs in a 
school zone after canine 
Juma alerted to drugs.

Hortman confessed to 
selling 15 pounds of meth 
in Mineola, Quitman and 
Alba-Golden over the past 
six months with a profit of 
about $12,000, according to 
Precinct Two Constable Kel-
ly Smith.

Hortman was released 
from Wood County jail on 
Feb. 28 on a $100,000 sure-
ty bond after being charged 
with manufacture or de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance in penalty group one, 
greater than four grams but 
less than 200 grams.  

The case has been sub-

mitted to the Wood County 
District Attorney office, and 
the drug evidence has been 
sent to the DPS lab. Smith 
said a half ounce of meth-
amphetamine was seized.

After fleeing the area, thus 
breaking her bond, Hort-
man is considered a wanted 
fugitive and another arrest 
warrant has been issued.

Smith hopes that Hort-
man will turn herself in and 
change the direction of her 
life.

“Many people we deal 
with are good people that 
have made bad decisions. 
Our goal is to get them the 
help they need and clean 
up our community,” says 
Smith. 

Hortman has prior arrests 
dating to 2002 with charges 
including assault, posses-
sion of marijuana, theft, ar-
son and unlicensed posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon.

In 2013, she was arrested 
by the Van Zandt County 
Sheriff’s Office for manu-
facture or delivery of a con-
trolled substance in penal-
ty group one, greater than 
four grams but less than 
200 grams, and for manu-
facture or delivery of a con-
trolled substance in penalty 
group three of less than 28 
grams. She was released on 
a $50,000 surety bond.
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
No report was received 

for this week from the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Dept.

FEB. 27
7:48 a.m. A resident on Min-

wood St. reported she was hav-
ing problems with her son. An of-
ficer responded to speak with the 
teenager. Everything had settled 
down upon the officer’s arrival.

8:14 a.m. Kindness Cottage re-
ported someone had broken the 
lid to their dumpster. A directive 
patrol was issued.

3:13 p.m. A resident on Syca-
more St. reported a package tak-
en from their porch.

8:13 p.m. Jackie Willis Britton, 
54, Mineola, was arrested for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance under 28 grams (pills) 
after he was stopped on a traffic 
violation at 100 N. Pacific St.

9:10 p.m. Wood County S.O. 
requested assistance from a fe-
male officer on a traffic stop at W. 
Patten and Pegues St.

FEB. 28
10:00 a.m. A noise complaint 

was received when workers were 
playing loud music at the old foot-
ball field. An officer responded 
and spoke with the men.

12:28 p.m. The Rent A Center 
reported a resident would not 
give them some property that 
belonged to a roommate on Car-
olyn St. The situation was a civil 
matter.

1:45 p.m. A resident on Ivey St. 
reported her sister’s ex-boyfriend 
keeps driving by the residence 
and then attempted to run the 
reporting party off the roadway. 
The officer that responded was 
unable to locate the subject. A di-
rective patrol was issued for the 
residence and area.

2:49 p.m. A witness reported 
an 18 wheeler that damaged the 
railroad arms and kept going. The 
caller obtained a phone number 
on the truck and that information 
was relayed to Union Pacific Rail-
road.

4:06 p.m. Mineola Motor Lodge 
reported a man that had not paid 
rent in a few weeks that broke 
back into the room that was 
locked by the owner. When an 
officer responded to the location 
to speak with the man he took off 
running. The incident was deter-
mined to be a civil matter since 
it was being rented as an apart-
ment.

4:29 p.m. Suspicious activity 
was reported when a vacant res-
idence had a busted window on 
the back door on Stone St. An 
officer attempted contact with a 
property owner but was unsuc-
cessful. 

5:32 p.m. Officers responded to 
the train depot when a man that 
did not pay for a ticket was going 
to attempt to board the train. 

7:08 p.m. An officer responded 
to E. Broad St. when a parked 
vehicle in front of a business 
was blocking the lane of traffic. 
Wyatt’s Wrecker was called after 
several attempts to find the own-
er. The owner did show up before 
the vehicle was towed.

FEB. 29
12:13 a.m. Suspicious activity 

was reported in reference to the 

dumpster behind Stage. An offi-
cer responded and determined 
some people were there to get 
into the dumpster and take items. 
The individuals left the property 
after they were approached by 
the officer.

10:37 a.m. A resident at Au-
tumn Winds Assisted Living re-
ported having some money taken 
from their room.

5:18 p.m. George Logan Ja-
cobs, 63, Quitman, was arrested 
for driving while license invalid 
(enhanced) and failure to report 
address change after he was 
stopped for a traffic violation on 
N. Pacific St.

MARCH 1
1:09 a.m. A stolen riding Zero 

turn lawnmower was recovered 
from a residence on Phillips St. 
The resident was determined not 
to have any knowledge it was sto-
len from Home Depot and then 
sold to him.

6:02 a.m. A welfare concern 
was reported in reference to a 
puppy that appeared to be stuck 
in a dryer vent on N. Pacific St. 
Attempts to get the resident to 
the door were unsuccessful, so 
the property manager was able 
to allow an officer in to check on 
the puppy, which was fine.

12:23 p.m. A man was reported 
going door to door on Laura St., 
soliciting. An officer located the 
man and warned him about solic-
iting without a permit.

7:24 p.m. A man reported a hit 
and run at S. Johnson and S. Pa-
cific St. Officers attempted to lo-
cate the vehicle but were unsuc-
cessful. A report was completed.

MARCH 2
10:05 a.m. A disturbance was 

reported at an apartment on N. 
Pacific St. A woman reported her 
estranged husband would not 
leave the apartment after repeat-
ed requests. Officers determined 
the man was wanting to see his 
child and caused a verbal argu-
ment. The man left and was ad-
vised to obtain an attorney for 
visitation rights.

3:14 p.m. An officer assisted 
first responders and EMS with a 
customer that needed medical 
attention while at Walmart. The 
man was transported to the hos-
pital by EMS.

4:12 p.m. A verbal disturbance 
was reported in reference to a 
child custody situation at a resi-
dence on Pamela St. The mother 
reported the father would not al-
low her get her child for a custody 
exchange. After negotiations be-
tween the two, the father allowed 
the mother to have the child.

6:48 p.m. A verbal disturbance 
was reported between a man and 
woman at a residence on Ivey St. 
Officers responded and spoke 
with both parties. The two agreed 
to separate for the night.

8:19 p.m. A theft was reported 
at Walmart that was captured on 
video surveillance.

9:05 p.m. Loud music was re-
ported on English St. An officer 
responded and asked the resi-
dent to keep the music down.

9:38 p.m. A resident at the Gar-
den Apartments on N. Pacific St. 
requested to have her estranged 
husband trespassed from the 
residence, since he continually 
comes on the property beating 
on the door and windows. The 
subject was trespassed by phone 
the following day.

MARCH 3
9:01 a.m. Officers assisted an 

MISD officer and the fire depart-
ment on an 18 wheeler trailer fire 
in front of the middle school.

1:23 p.m. Possession of iden-
tifying information was obtained 
during an investigation on a sub-
ject. The subject was in posses-
sion of at least two individuals’ 
bank information and/or ID. This 
is under investigation.

4:15 p.m. A man was reported-
ly causing problems at the Gar-
den Apartments while attempting 
to visit his child. The man was 
warned about trespassing.

6:30 p.m. A resident on Pegues 
St. reported her son and neph-
ew called her and said two oth-
er males were at their residence 
trying to fight them. The mother 
reported she was a few minutes 
away and requested an officer at 
her residence. Officers respond-
ed before anyone was fighting. 
According to the two that live at 
the residence, the other teenag-
ers were mad because they were 
told they could not be there.

9:23 p.m. The manager of the 
apartments on N. Pacific St. re-
ported the same man that was 
trespassed on prior calls was on 
the property walking around. An 
officer responded and observed 
the man in the church parking lot 
and he was not trespassing at 
that time.

MARCH 4
7:33 a.m. Rodrick Oneal Mar-

tin, 40, Mineola, was arrested for 
driving while license invalid (en-
hanced) after an officer observed 
him driving and knew he did not 
have a valid driver’s license.

11:05 a.m. An officer was re-
quested at Sonic, due to a male 
talking to himself and flipping 
over chairs on the patio. An offi-
cer responded and transported 
the male to his residence.

1:10 p.m. A hit and run was re-
ported at the Justice of the Peace 
#2 office on Greenville Ave. 
The man was contacted, and 
his insurance was turned over 
to the person that had damage 
to their vehicle and no charges 
were filed, which was the com-
plainant’s request. 

2:17 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on Stone 
St. A grandfather reported his 
grandson had threatened to hurt 
him. A citation was written to the 
teenager for assault by threat.

7:47 p.m. A resident 
on N. Pacific St. reported ha-
rassment in reference to her es-
tranged son-in-law continuing to 
beat on her apartment door and 
find her in town and harass her.

Off-road vehicle or heavy 
equipment fire: Feb. 28, 3:46 
p.m., 423 CR 2610, Mineola.

Forest, woods or wildland 
fire: March 1, 5:55 p.m.,  FM 49 
& CR 2546, Mineola.

Brush or brush-and-grass 
mixture fire: Feb. 29, 11:04 
a.m., 2293 E Loop 564, Mineola; 
Feb. 29, 4:14 p.m., 1800 Lennis, 
Lindale.

Excessive heat, scorch 
burns with no ignition: March 
3, 9:02 a.m., Loop 564 & Coun-
try Club, Mineola.

Medical assist, assist EMS 
crew: Feb. 27, 7:50 a.m., 231 
Minwood, Mineola; March 2, 
11:12 a.m., 726 Second St., Min-
eola; March 2, 3:16 p.m., 135 
NE Loop 564, Mineola; March 3, 
6:12 p.m., 923 CR 2770, Mineo-

la; March 3, 9:29 p.m., 120 CR 
2262, Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
no injuries: March 2, 10:10 
a.m., N. Hwy. 69 & N. Loop 564, 
Mineola.

Carbon monoxide detector 
activation, no CO: March 3, 
9:19 a.m., 417 Edwards St., Min-
eola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

Submit 
crime tips 
to P3TIPS.

com
Tipsters 

may remain 
anonymous

HORTMAN

Woman sought following drug arrest

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The coronavirus scare was 
addressed by Quitman ISD 
superintendent Rhonda 
Turner at the March 9 board 
meeting. She said the school 
is preparing but there is no 
need to panic. 

“We are doing our best 
at the school district not to 
cause any panic. We’re con-
tinuing to do the same as 
we do with flu outbreaks 
which we’re accustomed 
to,” she said. 

School staff will be fre-
quently cleaning, washing 
desktops down more often 
between classes and con-
tinuing the sanitary practic-
es already in place. 

“We do have more of an 
alert from our community 
and we know parents wor-
ry about their kids even 
though we know there’s 
no reason to be in a crisis 
mode,” Turner said.

Turner is getting her infor-
mation through the Centers 
for Disease Control, Texas 
Education Agency and Net-

Health. Along with other 
school superintendents, 
local judges and emergen-
cy responders, Turner will 
be attending a meeting on 
Thursday in Winnsboro to 
discuss any kind of extra 
precautions that need to be 
taken.

“We’re trying to stay 
on top of it and keep our 
community informed, and 
make sure our staff is well 
trained,” she said.

Turner said she is not 
in fear of having to close 
down the school because 
of the virus. The more like-
ly scenario, if the school 
were to close, would be too 
many staff members out 
sick rather than having too 
many sick students, but she 
doesn’t anticipate that at all.

Quitman ISD has secured 
the purchase of the building 
located at 600 N. Winnsboro 
St.

A plan is in place to repair 
and replace items recom-
mended from the inspec-
tion. The new building will 
house the central office ad-
ministration and the board 

of trustees board room 
where all public meetings 
will take place.

The board approved the 
purchase of 110 calculators 
from SCANTEX for $14,553. 
Due to most of the old cal-
culators no longer working, 
it is time to replace this item 
that kids use daily, said 
Assistant Superintendent 
Christopher Mason. 

The board also approved 
a contract with Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts for $72,500. 
Of the amount approved, 
$35,000 has been donated 
by the Wood County hos-
pital district and $10,000 is 
Title One money that was 
previously set aside. The 
remaining $27,500 will be 
paid from next year’s Title 
One budget.

Capturing Kid’s Hearts is 
a research-based program 
that seeks to improve school 
performance through few-
er discipline referrals, im-
proved attendance, higher 
student achievement, lower 
dropout rates and higher 
teacher satisfaction.

QDC From page 1

a city employee verses an 
independent contractor,” 
Scroggins added. “We could 
execute a service agree-
ment with the city where 
we would agree to pay 
some of the costs. The em-
ployee would work for the 
mayor and city council, not 
the QDC board. The QDC 
would function as an advi-
sory board, and the director 
would report directly to the 
mayor and city council.”

Board member David 
Dobbs said, “I have talked to 
Mercy (Rushing) in Mineola 
over the past several years. 
She came from an EDC back-
ground. We also have Craig 
(Lindholm) in Winnsboro. 
He has been an EDC direc-
tor and is city manager now. 
I think we can get honesty 
from these two communities 
that neighbor us on some of 
the struggles.”

Brad Medlin spoke on 

the relationship between 
the QDC and city council. 
“There seems to be a discon-
nect between the QDC and 
the city council. We need to 
come together. I think we 
have the opportunity to hit 
the reset button. Quitman 
needs a do-over,” Medlin 
stated. “We don’t need to 
jump in and hire the first 
person that comes in here. 
We need to really and truly 
know what we are getting 
into.”

Dobbs said, “We need to 
have a work day so we can 
figure out what it is we want. 
We are getting so close. This 
is about working with the 
chamber, the QDC and the 
city to make sure our people 
survive.” 

Scroggins said the differ-
ent groups need to come 
together. “You won’t get an 
argument from the presi-
dent about working with the 
chamber and the downtown 
merchants. That is our func-
tion, that’s what we need to 

do. We need to bring traffic 
into our current merchants 
and bring additional mer-
chants in,” Scroggins ex-
plained. “Let’s do a work-
shop. What can we do to 
help?”

Dobbs said, “I don’t want 
any business owner to be 
shy to ask us about any-
thing. It’s a new day. I want 
them to trust us enough to 
come to us with what you 
need. Let’s take a step back 
and look at how we work 
with the chamber and our 
current businesses to help 
them not only to survive, 
but to thrive.”

A committee was formed 
to research the pros and 
cons of making the direc-
tor’s job a city position. The 
board decided to move for-
ward with a workshop at 
their April meeting. 

The board did discuss stra-
tegic planning, and the cre-
ation of a web site was set 
as a priority to be dealt with 
immediately.

Quitman schools lay out plans to combat 
coronavirus should it come to East Texas

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The Quitman School 
Board approved the mem-
orandum of understanding 
between Tyler Junior Col-
lege and Quitman ISD Mon-
day for the 2020-21 dual 
credit program and college 
preparatory classes.

Brittany Eldred, college 
and career readiness advi-
sor, pointed out changes 
the new director at TJC has 
requested and spoke on 
how QISD is implementing 
them.

The new director of school 
partnership at TJC has re-
vised the format on most of 
the documents the school 
uses and is requiring some 
additional steps be taken. 

TJC has requested the de-
velopment of a leadership 
team to help address issues 
regarding dual credit and 
working together with the 
college. Quitman ISD has 
already put the team in 
place. 

They are requiring the 

instructional calendar of 
all dual-credit sites contain 
and reflect the college’s ma-
jor holidays. 

“This has been an issue in 
the past such as this week, 
TJC is on spring break; 
next week, we’re on spring 
break. So our dual-credit 
students are having to come 
up to the school over their 
spring break to do their lec-
tures. This has already been 
addressed in next year’s 
academic calendar,” stated 
Eldred. 

TJC will now report the 
final grades to QISD within 
one week of the end of the 
semester. 

“This is a huge improve-
ment for us. We usually 
don’t get those until many 
weeks later and we’re wait-
ing to calculate GPA and 
rank at the last minute,” ex-
plained Eldred. 

The new director has also 
implemented a new form 
that students and parents 
must sign called the school 
partnership parent form. 

“This gives us permission 

to have access to their re-
cords, academic and finan-
cial, because this year, we 
were not allowed to have 
that information. We’ve 
struggled to find out if our 
students are passing or if 
they owe money. They ha-
ven’t been communicating 
that with us. This is a great 
way to get that fixed,” El-
dred pointed out.

Quitman ISD will contin-
ue financially helping stu-
dents who take dual credit 
classes. They split the cost 
with TJC for economically 
challenged students for up 
to 15 hours allowing stu-
dents to get their first 15 
hours for free.

They are also discussing 
ways to provide further 
assistance to students who 
need it based on the avail-
ability of funds. 

Non-economically disad-
vantaged students get half 
of their tuition paid by QISD 
for the first 15 hours as well. 
Students are responsible for 
purchasing their own text-
books and supplies.

Quitman ISD and Tyler Junior College update 
partnership for dual credit, college prep classes
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Obituaries
CLYDE OVERTON SHELTON

1929-2020
Clyde Overton Shelton, Jr., 90, of Min-

eola passed away on Saturday, March 
7, 2020 in Tyler. He was born on June 
20, 1929 in Huntsville to the late Clyde 
Shelton and Vassie Dore Shelton. He 
was a retired dispatcher and truck driv-
er and longtime member of First Baptist 
Church in Mineola. He was preceded in 
death by one son, Jerry Shelton. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Vel-
ma Shelton of Mineola; sons, Terry Shelton of Plano and 
Joey Shelton of Mineola; 10 grandchildren; and 13 great 
grandchildren.

Visitation was held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 from 
10-11 a.m. at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola. Funeral fol-
lowed at 11 a.m. at the funeral home with Rev. Fred Mor-
row conducting. Interment was at Roselawn Memorial 
Garden in Mineola.

GREGORY LEE GARGUS 
1949-2020

Gregory Lee Gargus, 70, of Tyler went home to be with 
our Lord and Savior on March 8, 2020. He was in the Unit-
ed States Army where he served in the military police, and 
as a patrol dog handler. He was born in Tyler on Sept. 17, 
1949 where he grew up and later took a job at Tyler Pipe. 
He worked there for 30 years. He was preceeded in death 
by his parents, Earl and Peggy Gargus. 

Left to cherish his precious memory are his wife, Brenda 
Gargus; son, Eric Gargus of Quitman; daughters, Melin-
da (Mindi) Sessions (A.G III) of Quitman and Tanya Gar-
gus of Tyler; and his grandchildren, Andrew Scott Wilson, 
Brayden Thomas Sessions, Branden Alexander Sessions, 
Sierra Defur and Lillian Gargus.

Visitation for Mr. Gargus will be held Monday, March 16, 
2020 at Lowe Funeral Home from 6-8 p.m. and services will 
be held Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at Lowe Funeral Home 
Chapel at 6 p.m.

Military honors will follow at Lowe Funeral Home. 

Wood CountyWood County
SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtion GymnastiCs-Cheer

KDFKDF Gymnastics-Cheer Gymnastics-Cheer
In Lindale 882-1533  

Have an advantage at tryouts!
• Cheer Tryout Clinic Series & Mock 

Tryout for East Texas JH & HS Students
• Private Lessons 

• KDF offers gymnastics & cheer for 
ages 3-High School

kdfdanceandgym.com

ConstruCtionreal estate

KENDAL FARMER
Your local real estate eXpert serving

Wood County and surrounding areas since 2005

(903) 920-1573
kendal.farmer@exprealty.com

Professional.  Timely.  Pleasant.

Residential * Farm & Ranch * Lakefront * Rural Acreage

BROKERED BY

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Cannon Hall of Canton, Miss. an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter, Alyssa Kaye 
Hall, to James Caleb Witt, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Chris-
topher Witt of Mineola. 

Alyssa is a 2014 graduate of Madison Central High School 
and a 2018 graduate of Samford University with a degree 
in journalism/mass communications. She is employed by 
Naphcare in Birmingham, Ala.

Caleb is a 2015 graduate of Mineola High School and a 
2019 graduate of Texas A&M with a degree in psychology. 
He is pursuing a master of divinity degree from Beeson 
Divinity School in Birmingham.

The bride-elect is the granddaughter of Irlene Monroe 
Smith of Ridgeland and the late Dr. Billy Kenneth Smith 
and Mera Cannon Hall of Madison and the late Dan Carter 
Hall.

The prospective groom is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. 
John William Witt of Mineola and Nancy Stelmach of Min-
eola and Leigh Stelmach of Yorktown, Va.

The couple will exchange vows May 2 in Canton, Miss. 
After the wedding, the couple will live in Birmingham, Ala.

Engagement

Hall and Wiit announce wedding

Commissioners OK victims services grant
By LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

Wood County Commis-
sioners heard from former 
Wood County District Attor-
ney Mark Taylor and current 
District Attorney Angela Al-
bers Tuesday urging them to 
approve a resolution seeking 
a grant for victim services.

The resolution authorizes 
the submission of an appli-
cation brief to the office of 
the governor for funding a 
program known as “Wood 
County District Attor-
ney-Victim Services Project 
for 2021.” 

Taylor spoke during the 
citizen’s comments portion 
of the meeting.

“I was the criminal DA 
here from 1979 until Dec. 
31 of 2006 when I retired af-
ter seven terms. I wanted to 
address this because I’m the 
guy that started that. Many 
years ago the original legis-
lation that created the Texas 
Crime Victims Act was from 
this county. The charge for 
that was led by a lady named 
Janie Wilson from Haw-
kins,” Taylor said. “That 
was in the aftermath when 
three young people from 
Hawkins were murdered in 
Upshur County. They were 

murdered by Jerry McFad-
den who has been executed. 
Those were the last three of 
seven homicides we had in 
one year in a three-mile radi-
us of the intersection High-
way 14 and Highway 2869.”

According to Taylor there 
was no victim’s legislation 
at that time for victims of 
crime.

“I want to credit Ms. Wil-
son to getting legislation and 
she led the process of getting 
crime victim legislation in 
Texas,” Taylor added.

The former DA said Wood 
County has not used the 
grant funds in recent years.

“Wood County has not 
sought any of it in the last 
13 years. I am incensed as a 
taxpayer. That is basically 
free money to this county, 
but the grant application the 
current DA Albers is seeking 
to have a full-time specified 
real crime victim’s coordina-
tor is such an important part 
of what goes in the criminal 
justice system,” Taylor ac-
knowledged. “Victims need 
to know what is going on 
with their cases.”

Albers spoke when the 
matter came up for action.

“To go back in time like 
Mr. Taylor did, back when 
we had two victim coordi-

nators or assistants, we were 
handling making contacts 
for 1,500 people. In 2019, 
we were only able to make 
contact with 800 people,” 
Albers said.“Amy Cook is 
the current coordinator. She 
also has a lot of other duties 
and she cannot devote full-
time to being victim coor-
dinator. Georgia Cameron 
prepared the application. To 
get a grant funded full-time 
coordinator, it would allow 
us not only to make contact 
Amy Cook does now, to 
answer calls from victims, 
write letters to parole boards 
but it would allow us to give 
them crisis intervention, le-
gal advocacy, escorts to and 
from court, emergency fi-
nancial referrals, assistance 
with filling out their crime 
victim’s compensation bene-
fits, assisting them with their 
victim impact statement, 
and telephone and in per-
son contact. Right now that 
cannot be done with current 
staffing. A full-time person 
would actually be able to go 
out and meet with the vic-
tim.”

She said the $60,794 grant 
is requested from the gov-
ernor’s office, not from the 
county. The only things 
asked for by the county 

would be in-kind match 
of office space, furniture, 
things that would not have 
to go out and be bought.

Commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve the 
resolution for the grant ap-
plication.

In another matter, commis-
sioners met in a workshop to 
discuss plumbing repairs at 
the courthouse. 

Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Russell Acker takes care of 
facility maintenance for the 
county.

“We had a problem,” he 
said. “It was caused by a 
storm drain connected to the 
sewer. It put too much rain 
water into it and it couldn’t 
drain out so it came up in 
part of the building. In the 
process of trying to figure 
out how to fix all that, we 
had a company come in that 
specializes in running cam-
eras in sewer lines and they 
videoed all the sewer lines.”

See COUNTY, Page 8A
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783
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Word ads
3 p.m. Monday,

$12 for 15 words and 
then 20-cents/word

Display ads
Noon Monday,
$9/column inch

Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Quitman, 909 E. Goode St., Fri., 
March 13, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Sat., March 
14, 8a.m.-noon. Indoor garage sale 
at First Assembly of God Church. All 
proceeds will go to summer camps 
for students.

Mineola, 251 Sue Lane, Thurs.-Fri., 
March 12-13, 8a.m.-5p.m. Estate/ 
Garage Sale.

Employment

Childcare

Need nanny or household help, 
2-year-old. Located 3 miles north of 
Garden Valley. 903-780-5365.

Rentals

Homes

1-2-3 Bedrooms for rent. No pets. 
M&M Property Management. 903-
569-9881.

Mobile Homes

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Monitor classifieds

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set for 
revision on the plat of Lake Louise Subdivision.

The revision includes lot 41 within Lake Louise Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, March 24, 2020,  at   
10:00  A.M.  in  the Commissioners  Courtroom. All persons 
interested in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
280 acres located 

in Alba, TX
• General Property Upkeep 
• Pond Maintenance 
• Ranch Vehicle  
   Maintenance
• On-site Point of Contact   
   for Subs
• 15-20 hours per week

214-865-8086

RANCH HAND 
NEEDED

will conduct a public hearing for the 2018-2019 Texas 
Academic Performance Report (TAPR) on March 16, 
2020, as part of the regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Alba-Golden ISD Board of Trustees.  The meeting 
will begin at 6:30p.m. at the Secondary Library.  
Texas Education Code B39.053 requires each school 
district’s board of trustees to publish an annual 
performance report that includes the TAPR report; 
campus performance objectives; a report of violent or 
criminal incidents; and information received under the 
Texas Education Code B51.0439€ from the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board.

ALBA-GOLDEN
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

                     

The public is hereby notified that the City Council of The 
City of Mineola will hold a public hearing to receive public 
comment on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 5:00 pm at City 
Hall, 300 Greenville Hwy., Mineola, TX. The purpose of 
the hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the City 
of Mineola Zoning Ordinance concerning the definition of 
an Off-Premise Sign.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MINEOLA

                     

The public is hereby notified that the Planning & Zoning 
Commission of The City of Mineola will hold a public 
hearing to receive public comment on Monday, April 6, 
2020 at 5:00 pm at City Hall, 300 Greenville Hwy., Mineola, 
TX. The purpose of the hearing is to discuss a request for a 
Meritorious Exception for lighted signs in a SF-7 zone. The 
property is located at 612 N. Newsom.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MINEOLA

                     

The public is hereby notified that the Planning & Zoning 
Commission of The City of Mineola will hold a public 
hearing to receive public comment on Monday, April 6, 
2020 at 5:00 pm at City Hall, 300 Greenville Hwy., Mineola, 
TX. The purpose of the hearing is to discuss a request for a 
Specific Use Permit to place a manufactured home on Lot 
17R block 120 Mineola Townsites.  The property is located 
at the intersection of Guy and Meredith.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MINEOLA

                     

The City of Mineola gives notice of intent to enter into a 
Tax Abatement agreement along with a Public Hearing 
on Monday, April 27, 2020 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Mineola Municipal Complex, 300 Greenville Highway, 
Mineola, TX.  The Public Hearing is being held to approve 
designation of a Tax Abatement Incentive Program with the 
City of Mineola as authorized in Chapter 312 of the Texas 
Tax Code, “Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement 
Act” for Slayton Properties, LLC DBA The Vault Dinner 
Theater located at 536 E. Broad, Mineola Texas. This 
redevelopment project is located in the Mineola Main Street 
District Reinvestment Zone inside the City Limits.  

Mercy L. Rushing
City Manager
City of Mineola

NOTICE OF INTENT 
AND PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MINEOLA

CAUSE NO. 13,643

IN THE ESTATE OF §  IN THE COUNTY COURT 
 §
PEGGY J. HESTAND,  §  OF
 §
DECEASED §  WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Peggy J. Hestand, Deceased, were issued 
to Guy V. Hestand, Jr. on February 7, 2020, in Cause No. 
13,643, pending in the County Court of Wood County, 
Texas.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
as follows to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

ESTATE OF PEGGY J. HESTAND, DECEASED 
Attn: Kyle J. Nelson
Carroll Maloney Henry & Nelson, PLLC
1327 Dominion Plaza. Ste. 100
Tyler, Texas 75703

GoBus invites members of the public to join us 
for a public meeting to discuss services available 
and pending service enhancements to increase 
customer satisfaction. 

Please join us at our 
upcoming public meeting on 
March 20, 2020, at 11 AM 

held at the Mineola Memorial Library 
located at 301 N. Pacific Street in Mineola.

Public Meeting 
Announcement

Annual Stockholder Meeting
March 30, 2020 at 6 p.m.

The meeting will be held at the 
Sand Springs Church Fellowship Hall located on CR 2330. 

The meal will be at 6 p.m. followed by
a short business meeting and door prizes. 

All members who plan to attend will need to 
RSVP by March 20, 2020, 4:30 p.m.

For further information 
please call

903-569-6502

Ramey Water Supply Corporation

Kurt & Mary Jane Vanderslice Estate

ONLINE AUCTION
121 CR 2610, Mineola, TX

Selling: Over 500 Lots Including: 1929 Ford Model A, 1966 Ford 
Mustang, Kubota RTV 900 UTV, Antique Farmall, Ferguson & 
Ford Tractors, 15+ Guns/Gun Safe, Ammo Reloading Equipment 
& Supplies, Woodworking & Shop Tools, Shelving, Household 
Furniture, 100s of Collectible Porcelain Dolls, Rockwell & Hummel 
Figurines/Plates, Hallmark Kiddie Cars, Bill Jaxon Numbered Prints, 
100’s of Dept 56 ‘Snow Village’ Collectibles, Desert Rose Pottery, 
Several ‘Southern Living at Home’ Items, Commercial Cookware & 
Appliances, Outdoor Grills, Huge of Brassware for Weddings/Etc., 
Wine Making Equipment, Supplies, 300+Bottles & Misc., Lots of 
Stained Glass, Lead & Supplies, Plus Lots & Lots More!!!!

To View Photos & Start Bidding Go To:

www.RedDotAuctioneers.HiBid.com 
Bidding Now Open!

Bidding Starts Closing on Monday, 
March 23rd at 5:01 PM (CST)

Preview Dates: Saturday-March 7th 
(9am-2pm) & March 14th (9am-2pm)

14% Buyer’s Premium w/4% Cash Discount

RED DOT AUCTIONEERS
Brett R. Thomas - TXL#6248

RE Broker/Auctioneer
For More Information Call: 903-767-1133

FOR SALE
By OwnerBy OwnerBy OwnerBy Owner

5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 3-car 
garage built in 1994 on 43-acres. 
Includes 2 ponds, 30-acre active 
hayfield, 4000 sqft shop w/concrete 
floor, insulated roof, skylights & a 
5000 sqft haybarn. 

$799,000
903-569-1231

Call Brandi

at 903-763-4522

or email

ads@wood.cm

There are two ways to fix 
the problems.

“One is to break all the 
concrete up like we did at 
the jail and fix it from the 
top and the new way they 
are doing now is to tunnel 
under,” Acker said.

Jonathan Jackson from JPJ 
Construction looked at the 
problem for the county.

“It would be a little cheap-
er to come in and saw ev-
erything out from on top,” 
he said. “We have done a lot 
of lot of plumbing repairs in 
renovations. For projects like 
that the buildings are always 
vacant. So I don’t know how 
we can do it without the 
courthouse closing. It can be 
done, but I think we would 
have to consider the court-
house not being in operation 
for two months. It might be 
a little quicker, but that is 

why we started pursuing 
the tunneling under. There 
is a business in the Metro-
plex that has been in busi-
ness for 30 years and that is 
all they have done, tunnel 
buildings.”

Jackson said it can be done.
“We believe if you do tun-

nel the courthouse can stay 
in operation,” he said. “We 
may have to have temporary 
facilities (restrooms) for that 
particular situation. We have 
to have four entrance points, 
three outside and one inside. 
We could tunnel the whole 
building and then come in 
and re-plumb it.”

He added tunneling would 
take 14 days and seven days 
to plumb. 

Acker said he wants to go 
where the tunneling compa-
ny is on location working to 
check out their work to gain 
more information on the 
process. He said he would 
like to have another work-
shop concerning the pro-
posed project.

COUNTY From page 6
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WOOD 

TAX SALES 
 
 By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Honorable 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County in the following cases on the 
10th day of March, 2020, and to me, as Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 10:00 AM on the 7th day of April, 2020, which 
is the first Tuesday of said month, at the Official Door of the Courthouse of said Wood County, in the City of Quitman, Texas, the following 
described property, to wit: 
 

Cause No: T-3698 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. BRIAN CLAY EARLE, ET AL 
  TRACT 12,  A-478, D RUSK, ACRES 1.971 -  R20405 
   
Cause No: T-3698 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. BRIAN CLAY EARLE, ET AL 
  TRACT 80,  A-182, E ESPARSA, ACRES 2.993 -  R69442 
   
Cause No: T-3993 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. EDWIN F. SOWARD 
  LOT 19B, BLK 110, A-192, E A EVANS, 0.2755 ACRES -  000036171 
   
Cause No: T-3961 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. ROBERT CHARLES MOORE 
  TRACT 36 PT,  A-681, H CLAYBROOK, ACRES 1.05 – UDI - R52604, R68032, R68033 (CAD PARENT 

20409495)  *** THESE 3 PROPERTIES BEING SOLD TOGETHER ***  
   
Cause No: T-4109 QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. WAYMAN E. HAMMACK, ET AL 
  LOTS 540, 541, 556, 557, BLK 2, ZONE 3,  CLEAR LAKES, A-241, JF GILL -  R27166 
   
Cause No: T-4239 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. LINDA HENDERSON, ET AL 
  LOT 1 PT, BROWN ADDITION, A-451, G BREWER, 1.343 ACRES -  R58249 
   
Cause No: T-3866 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. AUDREY KENNEDY 
  LOTS 10D, 11D, BLK 34-2, A-612, JE WHITE, 0.1677 ACRES -  000035817 
   
Cause No: T-3802 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. JOHN C LEE, AKA JOHN C LEE, DDS 
  LOTS 4A, 5, BLK 56, A-452, W PAGE, 0.2726 ACRES -  000036013 
   
Cause No: T-4226 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. SHANE M BOGARD, ET AL 
  LOTS 4, 5A, BLK 22, A-41, G BREWER, 0.1203 ACRES -  R35435 
   
Cause No: T-4246 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. DAVID MITCHELL, ET AL 
  LOTS 18B, 19B, 20B, & N ½ OF 17, BLK 20, A-41, G BREWER, 0.1406 ACRES -  R35419 
   
Cause No: T-4175 QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. CODY GILBREATH, ET AL 
  TRACT 16, A-608, GW WATSON, 4.954 ACRES W/ MH LABEL# PSF0861456/7-  R52675 
   
Cause No: T-4184 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. RONALD LEWIS BLALOCK, ET AL 
  LOT 1 PT, PUCKETT SUBDIV., A-154, GJ DYER, 2 ACRES -  000052540 

 
Levied on the     10th    day of         March               , 2020. as the property of said Defendants to satisfy the judgements rendered in the above 
styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date of sale and all costs recoverable by law 
in favor of  each jurisdiction. 
 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND ON _____ March  10,  2020___. 
 

      __Tom Castloo_______________________ 

      SHERIFF, Wood County, Texas 
 
      By__Bonnie Sepulvado________________ 
              Deputy 

 
The minimum bid for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of 
the judgment(s) against the property plus all costs of suit and sale.  THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROPERTY WHICH HAVE 
BEEN ASSESSED SINCE THE DATE OF JUDGMENT.  For more information, contact your attorney or the tax collector.    

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF WOOD

TAX SALES

By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Honorable 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County in the following cases 
on the 10th day of March, 2020, and to me, as Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 10:00 AM on the 7th day of 
April, 2020, which is the first Tuesday of said month, at the Official Door of the Courthouse of said Wood County, in the City of 
Quitman, Texas, the following described property, to wit:

Levied on the   10th    day of       March       ,   2020  . as the property of said Defendants to satisfy the judgements rendered in the 
above styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date of sale and all costs 
recoverable by law in favor of  each jurisdiction.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND ON   10th    day of       March       ,   2020  .

        Tom Castloo                                                       
       SHERIFF, Wood County, Texas

      By   Bonnie Sepulvado                                    
              Deputy

The minimum bid for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate 
amount of the judgment(s) against the property plus all costs of suit and sale.  THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROPERTY 
WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSESSED SINCE THE DATE OF JUDGMENT.  For more information, contact your attorney or the tax collector.
  

1.971 ACRES

2.993 ACRES

1.05 ACRES

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL SURFACE 
TREATMENT, DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING FACILITY PERMIT 
Pure Oilfield Waste MGMT, Inc., c/o Larry E. Carlisle, 1108 Pagedale Drive, Cedar Park, 
TX 78613-5810 is in the process of filing an application with the Railroad Commission of 
Texas for a COMMERCIAL SURFACE TREATMENT, DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING 
FACILITY PERMIT.  

The facility will accept, temporarily store, treat, process and dispose of various Non-Hazardous, 
Exempt, Oil and Gas Waste generated by Exploration and Production Operations during the 
exploration, development, or production of oil and gas resources regulated by the Railroad 
Commission of Texas (RRC). Fluid wastes will be disposed of at the onsite commercial 
disposal well permitted to dispose of non-hazardous oil and gas waste by injection into a 
porous formation not productive of oil and gas. Solid wastes will be disposed in one of three 
existing salt caverns. No solid wastes will be permanently stored on the surface tract. Typical 
wastes to be accepted and managed at the facility include, but are not limited to: water based 
drilling fluids and associated cuttings; basic sediment and water; produced formation water; 
fracturing flowback fluids and associated solids; crude oil and/or condensate contaminated 
fluids and solids; and other Non-Hazardous, Exempt liquids and solids from which crude oil, 
condensate or other petroleum substances that may be separated and recovered in an effort to 
conserve our states natural resources.   

The proposed commercial surface treatment, disposal and recycling site is located 1.66 miles 
South/Southeast of Hainesville, TX, in the W.H. Patton Survey, Abstract No. 467, Wood 
County, TX. The proposed site is located on real property owned by Pure Oilfield Waste 
MGMT, Inc. 

Affected persons may protest this application. Protests must be in writing and must be received 
by the 15th day after the last date of publication of this notice. The last date of this publication 
of this notice is expected to be March 12, 2020. 

Protests must be sent to: Technical Permitting Section, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad 
Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, TX 78711 (Telephone 512-463-3840).

Gardening is a labor of 
love. At least, that’s what 
I tell myself when I’ve 
spent a day pulling weeds 
or spreading fertilizer or 
trimming brambles. It only 
makes sense to reward your 
labor with plants that you 
love.

Take, for example, a veg-
etable garden. Why would 
you grow a vegetable that 
you don’t love to eat? I 

mean, who wants a bushel 
basket of zucchini, if they 
don’t like the taste of zucchi-
ni? I have to admit, I’m not 
that great a fan of beefsteak 
tomatoes – I don’t really eat 
sandwiches. I can get superb 
flavor from cherry toma-

toes, and they’re perfect in 
my salads, so that’s what I 
grow. I like fresh lettuce, cu-
cumbers and green beans, 
so that’s what you’ll find in 
my vegetable garden. Grow 
what you love.

Some of my absolute fa-
vorite flowers are the ear-
ly spring bulbs. One of my 
big disappointments when 
I lived in Florida is that I 
couldn’t grow daffodils – 
how would I ever know 
that it’s spring without daf-
fodils? So now that I’m in a 
cooler-winter climate, I once 
again mark the end of winter 
with my beloved daffodils.  

I’ll never forget the first 
time I happened across a 
field of jonquils – I was driv-
ing to Tyler when I saw a 

cloud of yellow on the side 
of the road. I pulled over 
and rolled down the pas-
senger window for a bet-
ter look – and was greeted 
with the sweet scent of Juicy 
Fruit gum. Daffodils! I later 
learned that they were jon-
quils, appropriately dubbed 
‘sweeties’ for their fragrance, 
and they naturalize in East 
Texas. In near-blasphemy, 
I decided that central Texas 
could keep their bluebon-
nets, and I’d grow sweeties.

There are many other daf-
fodils (narcissus species) 
that perennialize in East Tex-
as, and I grow many of them 
(email me for a detailed 
list of those that do well 
year after year). However, I 
sometimes plant bulbs that 
I know aren’t suited for the 
long term in East Texas: big 
double pink daffodils or viv-
id tulips. The bulbs are inex-
pensive, simple to plant, and 
I love the show they put on 
when they bloom. One Janu-
ary, we at the Wood County 
Arboretum received a dona-
tion of 5,000 tulip bulbs, so 
we planted them. We knew 
they weren’t a permanent 
planting, but two months 
later (and the following 
spring) we had a knock-out 
display of colors outside the 
picket fence in front of the 
house. That’s when I found 
that I could plant something 
just to enjoy its blooms, 
without worrying about its 
longevity. 

It doesn’t matter what tree, 

flower or vegetable brings 
you joy – grow it. If you love 
what you’ve planted, you’ll 
love spending time in your 
East Texas garden.

About the author: Lin is the 
garden manager for the Wood 
County Arboretum & Botan-

ical Gardens in Quitman, and 
is there each Wednesday from 
9 till noon, weather permitting. 
Join her there if you’d like to 
help in the gardens – no expe-
rience necessary. Please email 
your gardening questions to 
her at txgardengal@gmail.com.

By Lin Grado

The Wood County Master 
Gardeners will host a Wood 
County Garden Tour on 
Saturday, May 2.

Each site will feature a 
unique focal point sur-
rounded by beautiful gar-
dens.  Master Gardeners 
will be on-site to narrate 
for the gardens and answer 

questions. A handout will 
be provided at each site 
which describes the special 
features and a ‘how-to’ for 
implementation into per-
sonal gardens.

A list of resource sites will 
also be provided for area 
gardeners.

Touring the gardens will 

require minimal walking 
and comfortable shoes are 
suggested.

Tickets will be available 
from any Wood Coun-
ty Gardener.  Tickets and 
maps are $10 for all five 
gardens.

Master Gardeners plan county garden tour

Tulip bulbs aren’t long-lasting in Texas, but they can be beautiful.

Sweeties’ will grow forever along the roadside with no care.

These double pink bulbs are striking, but they won’t return the next year.

WCEDC From page 1

commissioner’s court or 
the judge has any power to 
alter the statute,” Keenan 
said. “The statute is the ba-
sis for having the commis-
sion. That’s all I’m saying. It 
says how you can have it.”

Board member Vic Savelli 
said, “My understanding of 
the word ‘may’ in the stat-
ute is that the statute is not 
forcing the community to 
have an industrial commis-
sion. This is saying you may 
have one and yes, it is at the 
discretion of the judge. The 
specific term ‘may,’ that is 
what that means.”

Joanne Wisdom want-
ed it made clear about de-
cisions the board makes. 
“On another note, you said 
this would go to the judge 
for approval and not the 
commissioners court, just 
directly to the judge,” she 
said. “With things going 
forward, we are answering 
directly to the judge and 
anything we do would be 
with the approval of the 
judge, not the commission-
ers court? In the past every-
thing we did went through 
commissioners court and 
now it would go through 
the judge only.”

Lindholm added every-
thing except the budget 
would go to the judge be-
cause commissioners court 
has legislative authority on 
the budget. He also men-
tioned the judge is a mem-
ber of the court and has vot-
ing power on that court.

The board voted with Da-
vis being the lone dissent-
er against the new bylaws. 
Board members Lindholm, 
Wisdom, Savelli, Tom Cal-
lan, Rodney Kieke, Greg 
Hollen, Allene Doggett and 
Keenan voted for new by-
laws. Board members not in 
attendance were Neal Dun-
can, Gwen Winters, Cynthia 
Stancil and Tommy Brown.

Greg Hollen reported the 
committee seeking a new 
executive director for the 
WCEDC has been busy. 
“Since our last meeting, we 

ratified the job description 
and got it out on Texas Mu-
nicipal League and several 
other job boards, a number 
of colleges and universi-
ties, and individuals like 
mayors, county executives, 
leadership executive di-
rectors and we have active 
discussions underway with 
UT Tyler folks, UT Dallas 
and Texas Tech Universi-
ty,” Hollen remarked. “We 
want to expand to UT Ar-
lington, they have a pretty 
good grad program. We 
are finding we have a lot of 
people interested. We have 
14 resumes that would pass 
an initial muster. Where I’m 
really excited is we are get-
ting a number of former big 
city managers and region-
al economic development 
folks who want to help. We 
have run the gamut. We 
have people who have done 
this job in Commerce and 
Richardson who would like 
this job. We have people 
coming out of the master’s 
program at UT Dallas.”

Wisdom is chair of Health 
and Human Services. She 
gave an in-depth report on 
the goals and action plans 
for the committee which she 
is forming. One of her com-
mittee’s main goals is to de-
velop a report on the quali-
ty of life in Wood County to 
be used in marketing mate-
rial aimed at attracting peo-
ple and businesses to Wood 
County.

In another matter, the 
board decided to move its 
meetings to 5:30 p.m. on 
the first Thursday of each 
month. The next meeting 
is April 2 in the conference 
room at UT Health Quit-
man. 

The board approved a 
formal agreement to spon-
sor the Toyota Bassmaster 
Texas Fest and 25th annu-
al Kid Fish June 6 and 7 at 
Lake Fork. They are seeking 
additional sponsor commit-
ments for the event. There 
are several levels of spon-
sorship ranging from $100 
to $2,500. 

In another action, the 
board officially ratified the 
budget already approved 
by commissioners court.

Keep up with 
Wood County 
in the Monitor

Sell your stuff with a classified.



er that deserved the op-
portunity to get his music 
produced and released…
hopefully, with TXM Re-
cords. His melodies are cool 
and his ‘hooks’ are beyond 
his 17 years. I’ll be a fan for 
life,” vowed Tye Phelps, 
owner of TXM Records.

The Bobby Irwin Band is 
still a fairly young band but 
shows amazing talent and 
potential. Guitarist Chance 
Melton is 17 years old. Last 
summer, out of boredom, 
he picked up the guitar for 
the first time and has been 
playing with the band for 
three months. 

T.K. Sherwood, the old-
est in the group at 24, has 
played bass guitar with the 
band for five months. Ma-
son Waller has been playing 
drums since he was three 

years old and has been 
playing with Bobby since 
the inception of the band a 
year and a half ago.

Bobby started singing and 
playing bass guitar at age 11 
under the guidance of his 
pawpaw, the late Joe Jones. 
He developed a passion for 
music and taught himself to 
play guitar.

What started as a John-
ny Cash sort of sound has 
evolved with the influence 
of each band member. With 
inspiration from heavy 
metal to southern rock and 
country, the group has cre-
ated a new sound that is 
unique to them – rockin’ 
East Texas country.

“There shouldn’t be a 
genre in music; good music 
is just good music,” Bobby 
said.

The band has performed 
at Neon Moon in Yantis, 
Texas Music City Grill & 
Smokehouse in Lindale, 

Coyote Sams in Tyler and 
Silver Saloon in Terrell and 
has opened for popular mu-
sicians such as Zane Wil-
liams, Blacktop Mojo and 
Dylan Wheeler.

Their schedule is filling 
quickly. In March, the band 
will play at the Quitman 
Dogwood Fiesta. In April, 
they will be at the Red 
Rooster Fest in Hawkins 
and the Pet Fair at Quitman 
Animal Clinic. In June, they 
will take the stage at the Big 
Bass Festival on Lake Fork. 
They also plan to build a 
2020 summer tour around 
the Song Swap in Lucken-
bach.

“I’m so thankful for all of 
my friends and family. God 
and my pawpaw have been 
two huge influences in my 
life and career. Winning the 
contest was really cool and I 
can’t wait to see where this 
music goes,” said Irwin.

Quitman Junior High Honor Roll

Alba-Golden Honor Roll
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Thank you to all my friends, family, and constituents
that worked so hard during the primary election.
I am truly blessed to have such amazing supporters.
But…ourwork is not over.Wemust continue towork
hard until the run-off election. Early voting for the
run-off is May 18-22nd and the Run-off day is May
26th. As before, the early voting will be at the new
Annex building in Quitman and the Run-off Day,
May 26th, will be at your local polling location.

Let’s continue to move forward in precinct one,
not take a step backwards! I will always vote

for what is best for the citizens of Wood County.

Thank you! Thank you!

Political ad pd. for by Virgil Junior Holland, Debbie Holland, treasurer

A HONOR ROLL
6TH GRADE

Layton Williams

7TH GRADE
Will Louderman, Olivia 

Morrison, Cooper Pettijohn, 
Alex Reyes

8TH GRADE
James Castleberry, Hailey 

Crutchfield, Payton Dick-
inson, Drake Duplechain, 
Grace Knight, Jett Kruse, 
Dylan Nichols, Bailey Pen-
nington, Luke Sutton, Hud-
son Wright

9TH GRADE
Christian Brehm, Hatch 

Campbell, Shyann Gaines, 
Kevin Inman, Samuel Loud-
erman, Cade Stovall, Skyler 
West

10TH GRADE
Michael Gaskill, Shawn 

Gaskill, Nick Hallman, 
Dylan OQuinn, Thai Peter-
son, Micah Smith, Olivia 
Teel, Lindsey Terry, Kadence 
Thompson

11TH GRADE
Jose Camacho, Bella 

Crawford, Beth Crittenden, 
Morgan Dorner, Cameron 
Galyean, Abigail Hallman, 
Savannah Jackson, Meritt 
McGahee, Bree Allie Rolen, 
Hope Wiley

12TH GRADE
Jordin Barnhart, Hope 

Nelson, Laralie Newland, 
Kelly Ortega, Meagan Wil-
liams

A/B HONOR ROLL
6TH GRADE

Madison Anderson, Regan 
Anderson, Abigail Baldwin, 
Tucker Browning, Maxx 
Davis, Alyssa Digilormo, 

Nevaeh Everett, Wyatt Fer-
guson, Piper Hallman, Isaac 
Hartin, Isabela Hernandez, 
Luke Jones, Braelyn Massie, 
Kayden Massie, Ricky Mi-
lam, Danica O’Quinn, Ran-
dy Posey, Alyssa Potts, Isa-
bella Potts, Cadence Powell, 
Braden Rankin, Blake Ridg-
ley-Harris, Tucker Samples, 
Erabellae Smith, Mason 
Smith, Irelyn Stone, Konner 
Talburt, Bryce Taylor, Devon 
Taylor, Kaden Trimble, Jose 
Villeda, Kailyn Wonser, Al-
yssa Young

7TH GRADE
Jadyn Bossier, Landrie 

Boyd, Gabriel Cox, Kaleb 
Gaskill, Carr’le Hill, Emily 
Hlavaty, AJ Jarrett, Cassidy 
Land, Kaydence Lemoine, 
Cameron Lennon, Ava Nivi-
son, Brandt Peterson, Austin 
Rumfelt, Wyatt Sutton, Lain-
ey Teel, Addycin Upchurch, 
Tayler Weed, Hunter White-
cotton, Garrett Wright 

8TH GRADE
Braxton Birchfield, Josie 

Britt, Stephen Hallman, Jas-
mine Jones, Ryken Jones, 
Otis Lee, Audrey Martin, 
Marissa Rojo, Adrian Torres, 
Kalli Trimble, Megan Wal-
lace

9TH GRADE
Crimson Bryant, Allie 

Caldwell, Gavin Dailey, Al-
lani Davis, Natalie Graham, 
Glen Hartley, Kaden Ken-
nedy, Cacie Lennon, Con-
nor Mason, Donald McVay, 
Clark Melton, Luke Morri-
son, Eli Nivison, Gavin Ter-
ry, Sierra Weed, Annaliese 
Whitecotton, Cason Wiser, 
Cheyenne Woodruff, Kam-
rin Wright, Amber Young

10TH GRADE
Dalton Arnold, Denver 

Beck, Ashtyn Browning, 
Cassidi Burris, Andres 
Camacho, Naporn Chitrap-
han, Ashely Cortes, Emily 
Crenshaw, Hannah Gur-
ley, Savannah Gurley, Kylie 
Kennedy, Jade Kruse, Aus-
tin Martin, Angelica Ortega, 
Paislee Pendergrass, Kristen 
Petillo, Karlee Robertson, 
Brady Robinson, Monchaya 
Suwannahong, Jessie Wed-
dle, Blake Weissert, Keanu 
Wolfe

11TH GRADE
Michael Andrews, Dakota 

Anglin, Boedy Baker, Ko-
rynne Campos, Kayli Cov-
ey, Blake Douglas, Brittnei 
Dunn, Cheyenne Evans, 
William Hartin, Gabrielle 
Jones, Kyle Kennedy, Mi-
chael Kuum, Shaylena Mag-
aluzzo, Seth McAninch, Re-
ese Michaels, Sage Mizer, 
Abbigale Perez, Hailey Re-
gan, Jenna Roden, Nathan 
Sowell, Joshua Watts, Jas-
mine Weed, Rylee Wilcox-
son, Hannah Wright, Kalli 
Wright

12TH GRADE
Caitlin Baker, Jon-Michael 

Chadwick, Corey Clanton, 
Jessica Collier, Jose Cortes, 
Mason Fitzgerald, Savannah 
Edwards, Mason Fitzger-
ald, Cody Graves, Austin 
Hartley, Chase Houtz, Don-
ny Humphreys, William 
Jerome, Taylor Langston, 
Jayden Letsch, Bralee Little-
john, Tim Mitchell, Laralie 
Newland, Justina Peterson, 
Braden Reynolds, Cory 
Rush, Victoria Sanders, Da-
vid Sowell, Hayden Weis-
sert, Blaine Whatley, Mor-
gann Williams

ALL A’S
6TH GRADE

Ryleigh Goodman, Bryce 
Miller, Reece Raley, Sophia 
Ramirez

7TH GRADE
Emilee Baker, Hayden 

Breding, Aidan Bring-
ard, Armando Chavarria, 
Kash Davis, Kendall Davis, 
Katelyn De Gorostiza, Saul 
Flores Franco, Lukas Good-
man, Caynn Hass, Daniel 
Kernes, Tylin Oakes, En-
rique Olvera, Austin Reid, 
Regina Soldevilla, Lar-
kin Spears, Sadie Vander 
Schaaf, Nicholas Williams

8TH GRADE
Ashley Davis, James Da-

vis, Keiana Davis, Kenne-
di Elmore, Annuka Henry, 
Kandace Herring, Michael 
Hipp, Ella Johnson, Austin 
Jones, Charlie Matthews, 
Alexandria Molina, Lila 
Park, Jace Peek, Alexis 
Richey, Vanessa Roman, 
Cadence Runyan, Carter 
Smith, Mattison Smith, Aus-
tin Tanner, Jerry Williams, 
Kaitlyn Wood, Kaylie Wood

A/B
6TH GRADE

Jacob Breding, Marry-

sa Conn, Kori Hammond, 
Kenzie Hartsell, Cannin 
Peppers, Anna Rainwater, 
Elizabeth Roman, Lynlee 
Taylor, Mason Williams, 
Christopher Davis, Isabelle 
Hart, Klayton Meadows, 
Cindye Osbourn, Preston 
Flores, Hailey Pearsall, 
Mark Sanders, Ava Smith, 
Kayleigh Smith, Arianna 
Till, Fenton Dreiling, Wil-
liam Harkins, Joseph Mor-
rision, Lyric Nobles, Sebas-
tian Camp, Journey Dillard

7TH GRADE
Breanna Bell, Brooklyn 

Marcee, Isabel Corbat, Al-
exandra Derryberry, May-
cie Miller, Carolina Roth, 
Jairo Salinas, Natalia Tell-
ez, McKenna Wood, Gabby 
Chaney, Jesse Clark, Pey-
ton Kruckner, Zachary Mc-
Ferran, Sophia Reynolds, 
Anthony Rojas, Amanita 
Bautista-Mathias, Brayden 
Boone, Victoria Dyer, Ne-
hemiah Faulkner, Tavaris 
King, Leah Pruden, Cayden 
Smith, Layla Shelton, Ry-
lie Stanton, Joshua Flores, 
Brooke Lee, Jaiela Nobles, 
Nicholas O’Neal, Irena 
Reeves, Logan Calander, 
Xavier Hancock, Ashley 
Pollard, Maegan Whit-

ed, Colden Wilson, Jamie 
Thompson

8TH GRADE
Charity Blankenship, 

Ruby Bringard, Stacie 
Brothers, Kenley Carr,  Pat-
rick Conn, Madelyn Fetter-
wolf, Samantha Fortner, 
Johnathan Gonyea, Samuel 
Hearn, Kallie Hoover, Al-
exandra Macrury, Myken-
zy Miller, Weston Pence, 
Christian Plata, Dalton Pop-
penhusen, Mirri Watley, 
Jason Attaway, Kinlee Bak-
er, Lawson Ballard, Steven 
Coker, Tommy Drinkwine, 
Strawberry Fields, Natalee 
Finley, Megan Goss, Alys-
sa Graves, Hayden James, 
Addison Marcee, Keithyn 
Meadows, Samantha Ogg, 
Michael Pickering, Logan 
Simpkins, Nikkolas Vala-
dez, Faith Council, Shiloh 
Croney, Abigail Day, Carlos 
Flores, Kylee Harris, Dako-
ta Jimenez, Maliah Lank-
ford, Alyson Whited, Bra-
den Armendariz, Breanna 
Gilbreath, Garrett Hooker, 
Keira Oakes, Andrew Pol-
lard, Thomas Lambertus, 
McKayla Petrea, Devin Rob-
ertson, Treye Warren, Jaxon 
Wilson, David McLemore

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Under clear skies Al-
ba-Golden high school host-
ed athletes from Quitman 
and Mabank in a three-way 
tennis tournament last Fri-
day. 

About 40 tennis players 
enjoyed the competition and 
dealt with the gusty winds. 

According to Alba-Golden 
tennis coach Becky Boettch-
er, the roster of tennis play-
ers has been on the rise. “It’s 
a fun game and very social,” 

she stated.  Coach Boettcher 
was quick to highlight the 
leadership qualities of her 
tennis captains Jessica Col-
lier, Cameron Galyean and 
Will Hartin, who lead the 
team. 

Collier, a senior who is al-
ready sworn in as a member 
of the U.S. Army through an 
enlistment called the Split-
Ops Program, shared that 
tennis is a great stress-reliev-
er. “I really enjoy the silence 
on the court and the oppor-
tunity for focused concen-
tration,” she remarked. 

Alba-Golden and Quit-
man will meet three times 
this spring for competi-
tive matches. With the new 
courts recently finished be-
hind Quitman High School, 
the Bulldogs will be looking 
to make maximum use of 
the new facility. 

Boettcher commented that 
tennis is such a great game 
in part because of the nat-
ural movements involved. 
“Anyone, at any age, can 
pick up the game and enjoy 
it,” she stated.     

Izzy Tresca of Mineola 
placed second in her weight 
class at the regional high 
school powerlifting meet 
Saturday in Fairfield and 
qualified for the state meet.

In the 198 class she had 
lifts of 365 lbs. in the squat, 
185 lbs. in the bench press 
and 315 lbs. in the dead lift 
for a total of 865 lbs.

The state meet is March 
19-21 in Waco. Tresca will 

lift on the 20th.
Also from Mineola, Kait-

lin Burrell placed fourth in 
the 165 class with lifts of 
335, 130 and 320 for a total 
of 785 lbs.

In the boys regional meet 
in Malakoff Friday, KeJuan 
Fite placed third in the 275 
class with lifts of 620, 355 
and 510 for a 1,485 lb. total, 
just 20 pounds behind the 
second place state qualifier.

Trevion Sneed was ninth 
in the 242 class with a 1,290 
total while Kobe Kendrick 
was 10th in the 220 class at 
1,225 lbs.

From Quitman, River 
Chaney placed fifth in the 
148 class with lifts of 420, 
240 and 420 for a 1,080 total. 
Mariano Manriquez Lara 
placed sixth in the 123 class 
with a 780-pound total.

Quitman and Mineola 
High School students com-
peted in One Act Play Sat-
urday in Kaufman, with 
both plays advancing to the 
next round.

Mineola performed “Mrs. 
Packard” and Quitman put 
on “Over the River and 
Through the Woods.”

Award winners from 

Quitman included the fol-
lowing:

Tech Award–Macy Frazier
Honorable Mention All 

Star cast–Wyatt Hightower
All Star Cast–Jake John-

son and KK Barnett
Best Actor–Wyatt McCla-

nahan
Best Actress–Kaiti Kelley.
From Mineola, awards 

were earned by the follow-
ing:

Tech Award–Alex Le
Honorable Mention All 

Star Cast–Julissa Plancarte, 
Cole McKinney

All-Star Cast–JT Brust
Bidistrict is March 24 at 

Kaufman High School.

The Mineola High School 
Sound of the Swarm Band 
competed in concert and 
sight reading Friday and 
earned first division ratings 
from all six judges.

Combined with the first 

division (and state champi-
onship) in marching band 
last fall, the band earns the 
sweepstakes award for the 
seventh consecutive year.

Prior to the streak, the last 
Mineola band to win the 

sweepstakes came in 1995.
The band is also the reign-

ing Class 3A honor band, 
as well as two-time state 
marching champion.

Mineola powerlifter runnerup, 
advances to girls state meet

Alba-Golden High School hosts tennis competition

Quitman, Mineola plays advance to bidistrict

MHS Sound of the Swarm earns another prize

BAND
From page 1

At the recent TXM Records Texana Troubadour singer and songwriter contest, Bobby Irwin won a $1,000 guitar from 
Victory Gun & Guitar and a single to be recorded with Mauldin Productions on the TXM record label and played on 
Texas radio stations. (Courtesy photos)
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MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. March 13 - Cheese Enchiladas, Red Sauce,
Ranch Beans, Hot Pineapple Tidbits, Milk
Mon. March 16 - Turkey Pot Pie, Macaroni and
Cheese, Brussels Sprouts, Dinner Roll, Fresh Fruit,
Milk
Tues. March 17 - Oven Fried Chicken Thigh, Collard
Greens, Peach Cobbler, Texas Bread, Milk
Wed. March 18 - Pork Roast, Cranberry Orange
Sauce, Rosemary Potatoes, Tuscany Vegetables,
Wheat Bread, Fruited Lemon Gelatin, Milk
Thur. March 19 - Beef Taco Meat, Fiesta
Vegetables, Mexican Rice, Flour Tortilla, Fresh
Banana, Milk, Taco Sauce

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

A storybook comeback fell 
short in Mineola’s 68-53 loss 
at the regional-qualifying 
playoff last Tuesday against 
Dallas Madison. The game 
featured intense physical 
play, excellent shooting and 
high drama. 

The game had a measured 
start. Each team adapted 
to the other and Mineola 
held a 3-point lead midway 
through the opening quar-
ter. 

Jonah Fischer registered 
Mineola’s first points with 
a mid-range jumper. In his 
best game of the year, Fisch-
er directed the Jackets and 
was the team’s high scorer 
with 16 points. He also ex-
ploited the Trojan backcourt 
for several critical scoring 
drives and made timely de-
fensive stops. 

The Yellowjackets came 
out in a man-to-man de-
fense and held their own 
against the Trojans. The 
pace of play however was 
intense and necessitated a 
change to a zone defense. 

With excellent outside 
shooting, Dallas went on a 
10-point run to end the first 
quarter.

The suffocating Trojan de-
fense caused eight Mineola 
turnovers in the first half. 
Those turnovers converted 
directly to points and mid-
way through the second 

quarter Mineola was down 
by 17.   

The Yellowjackets were 
able to break the press and 
create plenty of offensive 
floor space in the first half 
but chose to pull the ball 
back and go into their stan-
dard offensive sets with 
each possession. Mean-
while Madison was attack-
ing with deep passes ahead 
and aggressive movement 
of the ball down the court. 

At the half, the Yellow-
jackets trailed by 13 points, 
34-21. Madison was defi-
nitely in control.   

Fischer hit a 3-pointer to 
open the third. Two consec-
utive offensive put-backs 
by Dawson Pendergrass 
followed. Madison signaled 
a quick time out to stop the 
Mineola flurry of scoring.

The run continued. A long 
pass ahead to Kelby Bruner 
and two assists by Fischer, 
one to Bruner and one to T.J. 
Moreland made it a 3-point 
game.  

Mineola tied the score at 
40 on a Moreland corner 
3-pointer off of an inbound 
play in the offensive zone. 
A second long range shot 
by Moreland gave Mineola 
the lead 43-42 with seconds 
to play in the third quarter.  

It had been a momentous 
comeback. Mineola used 
two fundamental changes 
from its initial game plan: 
they effectively pressed 
Madison in the third quar-

ter, and they attacked the 
basket as they brought the 
ball up court. Those chang-
es, when combined with ex-
cellent rebounding, created 
the comeback. 

Pendergrass and Wiley 
Franks won the rebounding 
battle on the night. Only in 
the closing minutes of the 
game did the Madison big 
men crash the boards. Of 
note, Pendergrass secured 
14 rebounds.

Going into the final quar-
ter it was anyone’s game. It 
remained close through the 
first three minutes. Mad-
ison whistled a time out 
with four minutes to play 
and holding a 3-point lead. 
The Trojan bench implored 
the team to “Block out…
block out!” 

Madison rallied for 13 
points in the final three 
minutes to take the win. The 
sudden surge was a combi-
nation of outside shooting, 
four critical turnovers by 
Mineola and Yellowjacket 
shots just not falling. 

The final winning margin 
masks the competitiveness 
of this playoff game. The 
Jackets were left a couple of 
minutes shy of the regional 
tournament, but gave the 
reigning 3A state champs 
one of their toughest tests of 
the year.  

Madison will defend its 
championship this week in 
San Antonio.

Mineola junior Jonah 
Fischer was named the Dis-
trict 12-3A boys Most Valu-
able Player while teammate 
freshman Dawson Pend-
ergrass earned Freshman 
Player of the Year and fel-
low freshman T.J. Moreland 
received accolades as the 
Newcomer of the Year.

Quitman senior Jace Reid 
was named the Offensive 
Player of the Year and Min-
eola Coach Ryan Steadman 

was honored as Coach of 
the Year.

On the first team were 
Jon Michael Chadwick and 
Boedy Baker of Alba-Gold-
en along with Wiley Franks 
and Kelby Bruner of Mine-
ola.

Second team honors went 
to Trey Berry of Quitman, 
Kaleb Griffin of Mineola 
and Alba-Golden’s Hayden 
Weissert and Jacob Daily. 
Honorable mention went 

to Riley Flanagan and Aid-
en Corrior of Quitman and 
DeVante Stephens and Aid-
en Steward of Mineola.

Academic All District 
honors went to Ben Bur-
roughs, River Chaney, Ford 
Tannebaum, Reid, Flanagan 
and Corrior of Quitman; 
and from Mineola Fischer, 
Franks, Moreland and Colt 
Marlow.

Mineola’s Sabria Dean 
added another honor to her 
long list of accolades, earn-
ing the District 12-3A Most 
Valuable Player in girl’s 
basketball. Freshman Ca-
cie Lennon of Alba-Golden 
was named Freshman of the 
Year.

Named to the first team 
were junior Kalli Wright, Al-
ba-Golden; seniors Meghan 
Brewington, Tiara Stephens 
and Cyndi Butler and junior 
Tahjae Black, all of Mineola; 
and senior Maddy White-
hurst and sophomore Ava 

Burroughs of Quitman.
On the second team were 

junior Isabella Crawford, 
Alba-Golden; senior Kelsey 
Brewington, Mineola; and 
senior Shelby Hayes, junior 
Kynlee Love and freshman 
Madyson Pence, Quitman.

Named honorable men-
tion were Jordin Barnhart, 
Crimson Bryant and Han-
nah Wright of Alba-Golden; 
Jaiden Chreitzberg, Alyssa 
Cannon and Jessiah Riley 
from Mineola; and Julia 
Simpkins of Quitman.

Academic All District was 

awarded to Bryant, Lennon, 
Kallie Wright, Barnhart, 
Gracie Teel, Justina Peter-
son and Bella Crawford 
from Alba-Golden; Meghan 
Brewington, Kelsey Brew-
ington, Dean, Stephens, 
Butler, Black and Mikyla 
Black, from Mineola; and 
from Quitman, Hayes, 
Love, Burroughs, Simpkins, 
Pence, Whitehurst, Alexis 
McPherson, Carley Spears, 
Lindsey Hornaday and Re-
iny Luman.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman’s Mason Reyn-
olds gave up one run as he 
mowed down the Gilmer JV 
team giving up just one hit 
and striking out seven, lead-
ing the Bulldogs to a 9-1 win 
at the Union Grove Tourna-
ment Saturday.

Gilmer got a run in the top 
of the first, but that was all 
the Buckeyes could manage 
off Reynolds. The Bulldogs 
came back with four runs in 
the bottom of the first inning 
and two more in the second. 
They tacked on three more 
in the bottom of the fifth in-
ning, giving them the eight-

run victory.
The Bulldogs banged out 

eight hits led by lead-off 
man Ford Tannebaum’s two  
and Garin Kisinger adding a 
pair of hits. Also getting base 
hits were Reynolds, Ben Bur-
roughs, Caleb Hamby, Car-
son Dickens, Landon Richey 
and Johnata Jones. The Bull-
dogs were aggressive on the 
base paths with six players 
getting two steals and Bur-
roughs getting three.  

The Bulldogs took on Co-
mo-Pickton Friday after-
noon at Union Grove. After 
falling behind 6-0, Quitman 
came back with single runs 
in the third and fourth in-
nings while adding four 

more in the fifth to tie the 
game at 6-6. 

The Eagles came back in 
their half of the sixth in-
ning to score four more runs 
and secure the 10-6 win. 
Both teams had defensive 
troubles with the Bulldogs 
making seven errors and 
Como-Pickton committing 
eight errors. Both teams 
had three hits. Quitman’s 
Landon Richey only gave 
up one hit and struck out 
seven in four innings on the 
mound.

The Bulldogs are at home 
against Troup this Friday for 
a double-header and open 
district play at home March 
17 against Grand Saline.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Lady Bull-
dogs started the week with 
a solid 11-7 win over Kemp 
last Tuesday, but things got 
rough at the Spring Hill 
tournament where they 
dropped four in row. In 
the win over Kemp, Reiny 
Luman and Lindsey Horna-
day each had two hits.

After the Kemp win the 

Lady Bulldogs traveled to 
Spring Hill. On Thursday 
they fell to Jefferson 14-9 
and then lost to Waskom in 
a 6-5 heartbreaker. Luman 
had the hot hand against 
Jefferson delivering two 
hits including a double, and 
Kynlie Love added a double 
with one RBI. In the 6-5 loss 
to Waskom, Alexis O’Neal 
went 2-3 with an RBI and 
Hornaday added an RBI 
double. 

The Lady Bulldogs were 
shut out Friday in two 
games, losing to Hughes 
Springs 6-0 and New Diana 
7-0. In the Hughes Springs 
contest, Spears and Luman 
had one hit each while 
O’Neal went 2-2 against 
New Diana.

The Lady Bulldogs open 
district play Friday with 
a 6 p.m. game against Al-
ba-Golden at the Quitman 
Softball Field.

Mineola defeated Kemp 
9-3 Friday, aided by three-
run innings in the third and 
fifth.

The Yellowjackets opened 
the scoring with a run in the 
top of the first, and Kemp 
tied it in the bottom of the 

inning.
Mineola grabbed the lead 

with another run in the sec-
ond and held it the rest of 
the way. Kemp was limited 
to single runs in the third 
and sixth.

Mineola needed just six 

hits to secure the win. Ca-
leb Gant had a pair. Dalton 
Rogers coaxed two walks.

Spencer Joyner drove in 
two runs.

He also threw for six in-
nings, striking out five.

Jonah Fischer of Mineola makes his way between Dallas Madison defenders in last week’s regional quarterfinals, 
which madison won to advance. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Defending state champions receive stern test 
from Yellowjackets in regional quarterfinals

Fischer gets 12-3A MVP nod

Yellowjackets get the best of Kemp, 9-3

Lady Bulldogs struggle at Spring Hill tournament

Dean recognized as 12-3A most valuable

Thursday, Feb. 27
First place at 11 under par: 

Marty Eaton, Don Hinsely, 
Moe Jarvis, Ron Hiner

Tie for second place at 10 
under par: Jimmy Baugh-
mann, Robert Carlson, 

F.G.Hardy, Davis Cart-
wright and Elroy Doggett, 
Donnie Drake, Robert Tullis, 
Carolyn Simmons

Closest to the pin: #5 Jim-
my Baughmann, #9 Robert 
Carlson, #18 Bill Lochow

Bulldogs gain split in baseball

Mineola CC senior scramble

EstatE auction 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 • 9:00 AM 

location 18070 CR 479 Lindale TX 
Leonard Davis Estate 

Mr Davis was an avid collector of many things. This will 
be a very large auction consisting of 35 plus antique 
tractors, equipment, tools, antiques & collectibles, 1935 
Chevy project pickup, 16’ utility trailer, Chevy Duramax 
pickup, Cat D-6 dozer, lots of parts & misc. huge lot of 
scrap iron household and more. Bring a friend. We will 
be running 2 auction rings part of the day! 
For more information go to our Facebook page Willow 
Branch Auctions or for on line bidding on select items 
https://willowbranchauctions.hibid.com 

Bill Maier Auctioneer TAL # 17847 • 719-469-6666  
Terms cash, credit or debit card.

Checks accepted with a Bank letter of Guarantee.
5% BP with a 3% discount for cash or check.

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent
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YOUR LOCAL EXPERTYOUR LOCAL EXPERT
Listing Season is here! Schedule an appointment for a no
obligation market analysis today and find out what Spring

opportunities I am offering to put money back in your pocket!

PAULAGUNN

405 S. Hart – Quitman
903-492-3535
FaithBaptistQuitman.org

March 23-25 (Mon.-Wed.) – 7:00 p.m. Nightly

Preacher
Pastor Gary Ladd

Gracepoint Fellowship Baptist Church
Magnolia, Texas

Worship Leader
Pastor Vince Blankenship

First Baptist Church
Hallsville, Texas

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Yellowjackets 
were not mathematically out 
of the playoffs, but the odds 
were minuscule. Nonethe-
less, a relaxed and focused 
Jacket side took the pitch 
against the Chapel Hill Bull-
dogs and very nearly pro-
duced a season-defining up-
set. After a full time 1-1 tie, 
the Jackets were defeated in 
a shoot-out 6-5.

With a 10-2 district record 
and second only to Mabank, 
the Chapel Hill side is an 
exceptionally-talented soc-
cer team. Equally adept at-
tacking left or right, fast and 
spatially-aware, Chapel Hill 
is the cream of 4A Region 2 
District 14.  

But this is soccer, a sport 
where singular moments 
of brilliance can come from 
any one of 22 players on the 
pitch and where a couple 
of those moments can over-
come the very best team sta-
tistics. 

The first two attacks of the 
game said a lot about what 
was to come.

At the opening whistle, the 
Jackets played a long ball 
ahead to striker Omar Galaz 
who mustered a shot on 
goal. Moments later, Chap-
el Hill forced a tough save 
by Mineola goalkeeper John 
Underwood on a free kick 
rocket which knuckleballed 
toward him at pace. As 
came to be true throughout 
the game, Mineola would 
depend on the counterattack 
while facing quality offen-
sive attacks from the Bull-
dogs.

Chapel Hill dominat-
ed possession and passing 
numbers by huge margins. 
They attempted to draw the 
Yellowjackets out of their 
defensive half, but the Jack-
ets did not take the bait. 
Repeated attacks by Chapel 

Hill were repelled through-
out the first half. Yellowjack-
et goalkeeper Underwood 
made six saves in the first 
half, four in the second half, 
and saved a penalty kick 
in the shoot-out. His deci-
sion-making was excellent. 

The game was approach-
ing predictability when 
lightning struck. In a rare 
Mineola offensive foray, 
Yimi Nunez teamed up with 
Galaz to break into the of-
fensive zone. Chapel Hill 
was whistled for a penalty 
and the Jackets had a free 
kick from about 35 meters 
out.

Team Captain Gustavo 
Sanchez stepped up and 
delivered a laser-like shot 
off his right foot which 
whipped the netting as it 
passed just under the cross-
bar. The Chapel Hill keeper 
was frozen by the pace of the 
shot. In a flash Mineola had 
taken a 1-0 lead. 

The 17th minute goal lit 
fires under the Chapel Hill 
side. A mere three minutes 
later they answered the goal 
with a long centering pass 
from the left corner which 
was put home near the back 
post.

Following the Bulldog 
goal, Mineola faced attack 
after attack from the visitors. 
The halftime buzzer could 
not come quickly enough. 
Underwood and the Yellow-
jacket defense withstood the 
deluge and the game stood 
tied at half.

The Yellowjackets came 
out with renewed vigor in 
the second half. They chal-
lenged more effectively in 
the midfield and produced 
a number of forays into the 
offensive zone. The most 
promising of these early sec-
ond-half attacks came at the 
49th and 50th minutes. Com-
bination play again between 
Nunez and Galaz generated 
a shot which was saved. One 

minute later, Mineola took 
a short corner, drove up the 
end line and centered a ball 
which just could not be put 
away. 

With these two exceptions, 
Chapel Hill dominated the 
play in the second half. Un-
derwood came up strong 
again in the 65th minute 
with a difficult save off a de-
flection directly in front of 
goal. 

The Yellowjackets almost 
stole the game in the 75th 
minute.  A Mineola mid-
fielder played a ball through 
to Galaz who was break-
ing downfield from the left 
wing. The pass was perfect-
ly placed but long. Galaz 
had to catch up to it near the 
edge of the box. Just as he 
gained control, the Bulldog 
keeper came out on a rush 
and disrupted the shot. It 
was very nearly a winning 
goal. 

Mineola withstood im-
mense pressure in the final 
minutes to preserve the tie.

The game would be decid-
ed in the eastern end zone 
of Meredith Memorial Sta-
dium. 

The initial set of five pen-
alty kicks finished yet tied at 
four successful kicks each. 
The Yellowjackets missed 
one kick, while Underwood 
came through with a save to 
send the kicks into a sudden 
death format.

Mineola’s second penalty 
kick passed just wide and 
Chapel Hill converted to 
win the game  1-1 (6-5). 

It wasn’t a heart-break-
ing loss. It was a positive, 
confidence-building game 
for Coach Turner and his 
charges. Chapel Hill had 
skunked the Yellowjackets 
back in early February, 5-0. 
This rematch demonstrated 
a Yellowjacket team that had 
matured and found its pace. 
It speaks well for the future.  

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Some familiar faces from 
Alba-Golden and Quitman 
high schools claimed blue 
ribbons at the 2020 Hawkins 
Hawk Relays last Thursday.  

Bulldog Trey Berry had 
a banner day, capturing ti-
tles in the 100 meter dash 
(11.18 seconds), 200 meter 
dash (22.56) and long jump 
(21 feet 3.75 inches). Team-
mate Brooklyn Marcee set a 
Hawk Relay record by fly-
ing 11-1 to a first place finish 
in the pole vault.

Panther Jon-Michael 
Chadwick soared 39-11.5 to 
secure first place in the triple 
jump competition. The Lady 
Panther relay teams also had 
a stellar day. Crimson Bry-
ant, Cacie Lennon, McKen-

zie Parker and Hope Wiley 
won the 4x100 relay with a 
time of 53.69. Bella Craw-
ford and Kaleigh Anglin 
joined Bryant and Lennon to 
secure the 4x400 meter relay 
crown in 4:30.

Lennon also placed third 
in the 100 meter dash, while 
Crawford finished third in 
the 300-meter hurdles. Mck-
enzie Parker captured sec-
ond in the pole vault. 

Other top-three Panther 
finishers were Austin Hart-
ley third in the 100 meter 
dash, Hunter Wright third 
in the 300 meter hurdles 
and Nick Jones third in the 
pole vault. The relay team 
of Chadwick, Hartley, Baker 
and Trimble captured sec-
ond place in the 4x100 meter 
relay and third place in the 
4x200 meter relay.

Bulldog performers in the 
top three were Brooklyn 
Marcee second in the 100 
meter hurdles, Madelynn 
Whitehurst third in the dis-
cus and Halie Davis second 
in the shot put. The relay 
team of Madyson Pence, 
Cristal Plata, Jazmin Rojas 
and Julia Simpkins finished 
third in the 4x200 meter re-
lay. Brooklyn Marcee and 
Bonnie VanderSchaaf joined 
Pence and Simpkins to reg-
ister third place finish in the 
4x400 meter relay.       

Bulldog Jace Reid finished 
third in discus, while the 
4x100 meter relay team of 
Berry, Jayden Hall, Wyatt 
Hightower and Bryan Mor-
ris captured third.   

Twelve schools competed 
at the Hawk Relays.

Alba-Golden’s Keanu Wolf launches the shot at the Hawks Relays. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Yellowjacket Yimi Nunez in action against Chapel Hill Friday. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Jackets fall to Chapel Hill in shootout

Alba-Golden, Quitman athletes get wins


